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Worksheet One
This worksheet accompanies slide 8 of Writing to Inform.ppt

Reliable sources
To help you decide if your sources are reliable, consider the following questions. Remember that you should try to use sources that your audience will value.

1. Who is the author? 


What makes this person an authority on the topic? Does he/she have firsthand experience? Is he/she an expert in the field? Has he/she done extensive research on the topic? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why did the author write this? 
What is the author’s point of view and purpose in the article? Is the author biased (a prejudice or strong opinion for or against the topic) towards one side of the argument? What does the author have to gain by writing this? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How recently did the author write this? 
Has any new information regarding the issue come to light since the source was published? Technology and statistics are constantly changing so you’ll want to seek the most recent information. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Worksheet Two
This worksheet accompanies slide 10 of Writing to Inform.ppt

Structure 
There are many types of structures you can use when writing an essay. Can you match each structure below to its description on the right?








Worksheet Three
This worksheet accompanies slide 10 of Writing to Inform.ppt

Structure 

Consider the following thesis statements. Which essay structure do you think would be best for each one?

1. What were some of the main differences between the societies in the North and South of the United States during the Civil War? _______________________________________________________
2. Explain how the human population has influenced the environment and global warming.
_______________________________________________________
3. Explain the possible negative effects of cyber-bullying and propose a possible solution. _______________________________________________________
4. Describe how the folk tradition of African-American music has influenced popular music today. _______________________________________________________
Worksheet Four
This worksheet accompanies slide 11 of Writing to Inform.ppt

Outline
The next step of prewriting is to structure your essay. You can use an outline like the one below to help you order your points.
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Worksheet Five
This worksheet accompanies slide 14 of Writing to Inform.ppt
Using transitions

Read this paragraph and write in transition words in the appropriate places to make it flow better. 
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cause and effect





chronological 





Body paragraph 2


Transition and topic sentence:





Supporting detail:





Supporting quote:











problem solving








shows relationships between events, explains how one thing happens as a result of another





describes a problem as well as its causes and suggests solutions





describes events in the order they occurred or gives ordered instructions 





compare and contrast





describes a topic, idea, person, place or thing 





Body paragraph 3


Transition and topic sentence:





Supporting detail:





Supporting quote:

















Conclusion


Summarize main points:








Attention grabber or call to action: 














description





Body paragraph 1


Transition and topic sentence:





Supporting detail:








Supporting quote:














To successfully prepare for a test, there are certain steps one must take. You’ll want to gather the proper study materials. You’ll want to find a quiet place, free from distractions. You’ll want to assess your strengths and weakness on the test material to determine what you should spend the most time on. You’ll want to make sure to write down any questions you might still have. You’ll want to get a good night’s sleep the night before the test.    














Introduction:


Attention grabber:








�Transition:














shows how two or more things are alike and/or different
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