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Worksheet One
This worksheet accompanies slide 6 of Writing to Argue.ppt

Strong, narrow or broad?
Sort these thesis statements into the correct columns according to whether you think each is a strong thesis statement, a narrow thesis statement or a broad thesis statement. 

· The widespread use of pesticides is damaging to the bee population.

· People should not use pesticides.
· Due to unsupervised use of the Internet, cyber-bullying has become a problem among teenagers. 
· Mario Kart is the best game ever invented. 
· George’s makes the best deep dish pizza in New York.

· Bullying has become a problem.

· The Civil War was horrific.

	Strong
	Too Narrow
	Too Broad

	
	
	


Try to rewrite the narrow or broad thesis statements to make them stronger:

Worksheet Two
This worksheet accompanies slide 7 of Writing to Argue.ppt

Reliable sources
Sort these sources into the table below depending on whether you think they will be a reliable or unreliable source of information on animal cruelty. You can think of or use a search engine to look up other sources to put in these categories.

· a newspaper article about recent events and statistics regarding animal cruelty
· a book titled Fighting Animal Abuse
· a personal blog about dog fighting

· the ASPCA’s website (aspca.org)

· a wiki page on animal cruelty

	Reliable
	Unreliable



	
	


Worksheet Three
This worksheet accompanies slide 11 of Writing to Argue.ppt

Structuring your argument
There are many ways you can structure your argument. You can use an outline like the one below to help you order your points and address counterarguments. 
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Worksheet Four
This worksheet accompanies slide 13 of Writing to Argue.ppt

Using transition words
Circle the correct transition phrase from inside the parentheses to complete this passage about cell phones in schools. Think about why each transition phrase works and what purpose it serves. Does it add a point to the previous statement made, does it introduce a new point or does it change direction to refute a counterargument? 
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Worksheet Five
This worksheet accompanies slide 15 of Writing to Argue.ppt

Introductory paragraph

This is an introductory paragraph about cell phones in classrooms. Proofread the paragraph for spelling and grammar mistakes, or places where the author could improve the flow of sentences. Try to also identify things the author has done well, such as using language techniques to make the paragraph more interesting or creative word choices. When proofreading someone else’s work, try to identify both the successful aspects and the aspects that need improvement in order to give positive and constructive feedback. You can circle mistakes, write in corrections and underline parts that you think are good.
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Conclusion

















The issue of cell phones in classrooms is becoming more and more relevant, as more and more students own them and bring them into their schools. The issue has been a regular feeture in the news recently, as the media has becom aware of bullying via calls and texts. Experts are struggling to find ways to prevent it. But with strong opinions being hold by people with very different interests (namely teachers, pupils and parents), it is hard to know who should make the decisions on such an important topic. Should cell phones in classrooms be encouraged or banned altogether, or is there a compromise.








 (  Equally  /  Although  /  Similarly ) cell phones are generally prohibited in schools, they could also be a valuable educational aid in the classroom. 





(  Instead  /  On one hand  /  Nevertheless ), cell phones allow students to stay in touch with their parents, can be used in case of emergency and teach kids the importance of safe and responsible technology use at an early age. 





(  Whereas  /  Furthermore  /  On the other hand  ), opponents of cell phones in schools claim that cell phones are more distracting than beneficial in the classroom. (  However  /  Moreover  /  In addition  ), with the proper instruction, students can be taught to use their cell phones for educational as well as social purposes. 
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Counterargument 1
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Explanation of evidence 1
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Explanation of evidence 2
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