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Worksheet One
This worksheet accompanies slide 5 of Themes in Literature.ppt

Literary theme anagrams
Can you unscramble these letters to make up four common literary themes? Write the theme on the line below the scrambled letters. Then suggest one or more examples of stories (books, TV shows, movies, etc.) involving that theme.

___________________________

Clue: A common theme in stories in which someone has been wronged.

Example(s): _________________________________________


___________________________

Clue: A common theme in stories about tyrants or oppressive governments. 

Example(s): _________________________________________


____________________________
Clue: A common theme in many stories, both comedy and tragedy.

Example(s): _________________________________________


_________________________________________
Clue: A common theme in stories about childhood.

Example(s): _________________________________________
Worksheet Two
This worksheet accompanies slide 6 of Themes in Literature.ppt

Common theme examples

Can you think of an example of a story that explores each of the themes listed in the table? Write your examples in the space provided. Remember to explain your examples with evidence from the story.

	Theme
	Examples

	loss of innocence
	

	class struggle
	

	forbidden love
	

	isolation
	


Worksheet Three
This worksheet accompanies slide 8 of Themes in Literature.ppt

Developing theme

Read this summary of “Little Red Riding Hood” and think about how the theme develops during each major event in the story. 
Little Red Riding Hood goes into the woods to take food to her sick grandmother.

What might be the theme at this point in the story?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Little Red Riding Hood meets a wolf in the woods and tells him where she is going.

What might be the theme at this point in the story?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The wolf beats Little Red Riding Hood to her grandmother’s house. He pretends to be her grandmother and attacks Little Red Riding Hood.

What might be the theme at this point in the story?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A hunter saves Little Red Riding Hood and her grandmother from the wolf.

What might be the theme at this point in the story?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Based on the character and plot development over the course of the story, what do you think is the main theme of “Little Red Riding Hood”? Why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Worksheet Four
This worksheet accompanies slide 9 of Themes in Literature.ppt

Theme diagram

Use this diagram to connect details from the story or poem you are reading to one or two main themes. Write relevant details into the outer boxes and then add the main theme or themes to the middle box.

[image: image1]
Worksheet Five
This worksheet accompanies slide 11 of Themes in Literature.ppt

Student summaries

Read these two student summaries of Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by J.K. Rowling. In the space provided, comment on whether or not each summary is successful and why.

In the book Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, a young boy learns that he is a wizard and is invited to attend Hogwarts, a school for witchcraft and wizardry. While attending Hogwarts, Harry befriends Ron and Hermione, who help him uncover a dark secret about one of their professors.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The book Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone is a very childish book about a boy wizard. Harry is invited to Hogwarts, a school for wizards, which is completely unrealistic. Harry becomes friends with a rude girl named Hermione and a loser named Ron who help him discover one of Hogwarts’ biggest secrets. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Worksheet Six
This worksheet accompanies slide 13 of Themes in Literature.ppt

Writing summaries checklist

When writing summaries, remember to follow these rules. Add a checkmark next to each rule as you have achieved it.
	Rule


	Completed

	The summary is in your own words (not quoted directly from the story).
	

	The summary is brief (much shorter than the original story). 
	

	The summary includes main events and details only (not minor details or subplots).
	

	The summary is accurate (no extra details have been added).
	

	The summary is objective (it does not include personal opinions or reactions).
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