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Remembrance
Read “Remember” by Christina Rossetti and the excerpt from Anne of Green Gables by Lucy Maud Montgomery, then compare them using the graphic organizer.

“Remember”
by Christina Rossetti (1850)
Remember me when I am gone away,

Gone far away into the silent land;

When you can no more hold me by the hand,

Nor I half turn to go, yet turning stay.

Remember me when no more day by day

You tell me of our future that you plann’d:

Only remember me; you understand

It will be late to counsel then or pray.

Yet if you should forget me for a while

And afterwards remember, do not grieve:

For if the darkness and corruption leave

A vestige of the thoughts that once I had,

Better by far you should forget and smile

Than that you should remember and be sad.
Excerpt from Anne of Green Gables
by Lucy Maud Montgomery (1908)

Two days afterwards they carried Matthew Cuthbert over his homestead threshold and away from the fields he had tilled and the orchards he had loved and the trees he had planted; and then Avonlea settled back to its usual placidity and even at Green Gables affairs slipped into their old groove and work was done and duties fulfilled with regularity as before, although always with the aching sense of "loss in all familiar things." Anne, new to grief, thought it almost sad that it could be so—that they COULD go on in the old way without Matthew. She felt something like shame and remorse when she discovered that the sunrises behind the firs and the pale pink buds opening in the garden gave her the old inrush of gladness when she saw them—that Diana's visits were pleasant to her and that Diana's merry words and ways moved her to laughter and smiles—that, in brief, the beautiful world of blossom and love and friendship had lost none of its power to please her fancy and thrill her heart, that life still called to her with many insistent voices.

"It seems like disloyalty to Matthew, somehow, to find pleasure in these things now that he has gone," she said wistfully to Mrs. Allan one evening when they were together in the manse garden. "I miss him so much—all the time—and yet, Mrs. Allan, the world and life seem very beautiful and interesting to me for all. Today Diana said something funny and I found myself laughing. I thought when it happened I could never laugh again. And it somehow seems as if I oughtn't to."

"When Matthew was here he liked to hear you laugh and he liked to know that you found pleasure in the pleasant things around you," said Mrs. Allan gently. "He is just away now; and he likes to know it just the same. I am sure we should not shut our hearts against the healing influences that nature offers us. But I can understand your feeling. I think we all experience the same thing. We resent the thought that anything can please us when someone we love is no longer here to share the pleasure with us, and we almost feel as if we were unfaithful to our sorrow when we find our interest in life returning to us."

	
	“Remember”
	Anne of Green Gables

	Who is the narrator?
	
	

	Word choice (figurative language, imagery, etc.)
	
	

	What emotion does the word choice produce?
	
	

	What is the author’s message about the topic?
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What is historical fiction?
Read each statement and place a checkmark in one column or the other depending on whether you agree or disagree. 
	Statement
	Agree
	Disagree

	Historical fiction tells a story that is set in the past.


	
	

	Historical fiction often presents actual events from the point of view of fictional characters.
	
	

	Characters in historical fiction may be both fiction and nonfictional.
	
	

	The setting of historical fiction is usually real and drawn from history.
	
	

	The plot of historical fiction only includes real historical events.
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Lowell textile mills
Fill in the left-hand column of the table below with any information you already know about textile mills, Lowell, Massachusetts or the Industrial Revolution. Next, read the excerpt from the “Investigation of Labor Conditions.” Use key details from the text to fill in the right-hand column of the table.
	What do you know?
	What did you learn from the text?

	
	



INVESTIGATION OF LABOR CONDITIONS, 1845
On the 13th of February, the Committee held a session to hear the petitioners from the city of Lowell. 

…

The first petitioner who testified was Eliza R. Hemmingway. She had worked 2 years and 9 months in the Lowell Factories; 2 years in the Middlesex, and 9 months in the Hamilton Corporations. Her employment is weaving-works by the piece. The Hamilton Mill manufactures cotton fabrics. The Middlesex, woollen fabrics. She is now at work in the Middlesex Mills, and attends one loom. Her wages average from $16 to $23 a month exclusive of board. She complained of the hours for labor being too many, and the time for meals too limited. In the summer season, the work is commenced at 5 o'clock, a.m., and continued till 7 o'clock, p.m., with half an hour for breakfast and three quarters of an hour for dinner. During eight months of the year, but half an hour is allowed for dinner. The air in the room she considered not to be wholesome. There were 293 small lamps and 61 large lamps lighted in the room in which she worked, when evening work is required. These lamps are also lighted sometimes in the morning. About 130 females, 11 men, and 12 children (between the ages of 11 and 14) work in the room with her. … Thinks that there is no day when there are less than six of the females out of the mill from sickness. Has known as many as thirty. She, herself, is out quite often, on account of sickness. There was more sickness in the Summer than in the Winter months; though in the Summer, lamps are not lighted. She thought there was a general desire among the females to work but ten hours, regardless of pay. Most of the girls are from the country, who work in the Lowell Mills. The average time which they remain there is about three years. She knew one girl who had worked there 14 years. Her health was poor when she left. Miss Hemmingway said her health was better where she now worked, than it was when she worked on the Hamilton Corporation. She knew of one girl who last winter went into the mill at half past 4 o'clock, a.m., and worked till half past 7 o'clock, p.m. She did so to make more money. She earned from $25 to $30 per month. There is always a large number of girls at the gate wishing to get in before the bell rings. On the Middlesex Corporation one fourth part of the females go into the mill before they are obliged to. They do this to make more wages. A large number come to Lowell to make money to aid their parents who are poor. 


Massachusetts House Document, no. 50, March, l845, reprinted in John Commons, ed., A Documentary History of American Industrial Society (1910).
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Lyddie by Katherine Paterson
Use this excerpt from Lyddie by Katherine Paterson to analyze how Paterson uses and adapts actual events in her historical fiction novel.

Lyddie

By Katherine Paterson

The four-thirty bell clanged the house awake. From every direction, Lyddie could hear the shrill voices of girls calling to one another, even singing. Someone on another floor was imitating a rooster. From the other side of the bed Betsy groaned and turned over, but Lyddie was up, dressing quickly in the dark as she had always done in the windowless attic of the inn.

Her stomach rumbled, but she ignored it. There would be no breakfast until seven, and that was two and a half hours away. By five the girls had crowded through the main gate, jostled their way up the outside staircase on the far end of the mill, cleaned their machines, and stood waiting for the workday to begin.

“Not too tired this morning?” Diana asked by way of greeting.

Lyddie shook her head. Her feet were sore, but she’d felt tireder after a day behind the plow.

“Good. Today will be something more strenuous, I fear. We’ll work all three looms together, all right? Until you feel quite sure of everything.”

Lyddie felt a bit as though the older girl were whispering in church. It seemed almost that quiet in the great loom room. 
The only real noise was the creaking from the ceiling of the leather belts that connected the wheels in the weaving room to the gigantic waterwheel in the basement.

The overseer came in, nodded good morning, and pushed a low wooden stool under a cord dangling from the assembly of wheels and belts above his head. His little red mouth pursed, he stepped up on the stool and pulled out his pocket watch. At the same moment, the bell in the tower above the roof began to ring. He yanked the cord, the wide leather belt above him shifted from a loose to a tight pulley, and suddenly all the hundred or so silent looms, in raucous concert, shuddered and groaned into fearsome life. Lyddie’s first full day as a factory girl had begun.

Within five minutes, her head felt like a log being split to splinters. She kept shaking it, as though she could rid it of the noise, or at least the pain, but both only seemed to grow more intense. If that weren’t trial enough, a few hours standing in her proud new boots and her feet had swollen so that the laces cut into her flesh. She bent down quickly to loosen them, and when she found the right lace was knotted, she nearly burst into tears. Or perhaps the tears were caused by the swirling dust and lint. 

Now that she thought of it, she could hardly breathe, the air was so laden with moisture and debris. She snatched a moment to run to the window. She had to get air, but the window was nailed shut against the April morning. She leaned her forehead against it; even the glass seemed hot. Her apron brushed the pots of red geraniums crowding the wide sill. They were flourishing in this hot house. She coughed, trying to free her throat and lungs for breath. 

…

How could she ever get accustomed to this inferno? Even when the girls were set free at 7:00, it was to push and shove their way across the bridge and down the street to their boardinghouses, bolt down their hearty breakfast, and rush back, stomachs still churning, for “ring in” at 7:35. Nearly half the mealtime was spent simply going up and down the staircase, across the mill yard and bridge, down the row of houses – just getting to and from the meal.

Excerpt from LYDDIE by Katherine Paterson, copyright © 1991 by Katherine Paterson. Used by permission of Lodestar Books, an affiliate of Dutton Children’s Books, a division of Penguin Group (USA) LLC. 
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Compare and contrast

Fill in the table to compare and contrast a historical account with a piece of historical fiction about the same time period. How has the fiction author used or adapted historical events?

	
	Text:___________________
	Text:___________________

	Plot

(What are the key events in the text? Are all events factual?)
	
	

	Setting

(When and where do events take place? How is the setting described?)
	
	

	Characters

(Who are the individuals involved? Are they real or fictional?)
	
	

	Word choice

(What type of language does the author use? What is the effect on the reader?)
	
	

































































PAGE  
11
© Boardworks 2013

