Name:

Date:

Worksheet One
This worksheet accompanies slide 5 of Central Ideas in Non-Fiction.ppt

Endangered species
Read the text and use the mind map to fill in the details and major points in this text. Write the central idea in the middle of the mind map. 



Worksheet Two
This worksheet accompanies slide 7 of Central Ideas in Non-Fiction.ppt

Multiple central ideas
Use this diagram to track two central ideas in a text. Write the two central ideas at the top of the T-chart and then the details that support each idea beneath. 




Central idea T-chart

First central idea:




Second central idea:




Worksheet Three
This worksheet accompanies slide 9 of Central Ideas in Non-Fiction.ppt

Tracking the central idea
Use the graphic organizer to track the central idea by summarizing the major details or point of each paragraph. Use as many boxes as you need. Write a summary of the development of the central idea in the last box.



Central idea tracker:

 sunrise seen from a boat:

________

nd include strong imagery.

sis and conclusion of the story. 































Wind Energy & the Environment





Wind is a clean source of energy, and overall, the use of wind for energy has fewer environmental impacts than using many other energy sources. Wind turbines (often called windmills) do not release emissions that pollute the air or water (with rare exceptions), and they do not require water for cooling. They may also reduce the amount of electricity generated from fossil fuels and therefore reduce the amount of air pollution, carbon dioxide emissions, and water use of fossil fuel power plants.





A wind turbine has a small physical footprint relative to the amount of electricity it can produce. Many wind projects, sometimes called wind farms, are located on farm, grazing, and forest land. The extra income from the turbines may allow farmers and ranchers to stay in business and keep their property from being developed for other uses. For example, wind power projects have been proposed as alternatives to mountain top removal coal mining projects in the Appalachian mountains of the United States. Offshore wind turbines on lakes or the ocean may have smaller environmental impacts than turbines on land. 





Wind turbines do have negative impacts on the environment, but the negative impacts have to be balanced with our need for electricity and the overall lower environmental impact of using wind for energy relative to other sources of energy to make electricity.





Central idea:























Modern wind turbines are very large machines, and some people do not like their visual impact on the landscape. A few wind turbines have caught on fire, and some have leaked lubricating fluids, though this is relatively rare. Some people do not like the sound that wind turbine blades make. Some types of wind turbines and wind projects cause bird and bat deaths. These deaths may contribute to declines in species that are also being affected by other human-related impacts. Many birds are killed from collisions with vehicles and buildings, by house cats and hunters, and by pesticides. Their natural habitats may be altered or destroyed by human development and by the changes in the climate that most scientists believe are caused by greenhouse gases emissions from human activities (which wind energy use can help reduce). The wind energy industry and the U.S. government are researching ways to reduce the impact of wind turbines on birds and bats.








Why Save Endangered Species?


Since life began on Earth, countless creatures have come and gone, rendered extinct by naturally changing physical and biological conditions. Since extinction is part of the natural order, and if many other species remain, some people ask: “Why save endangered species? Why should we spend money and effort to conserve them? How do we benefit?”





[…] Although extinctions occur naturally, scientiﬁc evidence strongly indicates that the current rate of extinction is much higher than the natural or background rate of the past. The main force driving this higher rate of loss is habitat loss. Over-exploitation of wildlife for commercial purposes, the introduction of harmful exotic (nonnative) organisms, environmental pollution, and the spread of diseases also pose serious threats to our world’s biological heritage.





[…] All living things are part of a complex, often delicately balanced network called the biosphere. The earth’s biosphere, in turn, is composed of countless ecosystems, which include plants and animals and their physical environments. No one knows how the extinction of organisms will affect the other members of its ecosystem, but the removal of a single species can set off a chain reaction affecting many others. This is especially true for “keystone” species, whose loss can transform or undermine the ecological processes or fundamentally change the species composition of the wildlife community. […]




















President Obama’s National Address to America's Schoolchildren





[...] So I know that some of you are still adjusting to being back at school. But I'm here today because I have something important to discuss with you. I'm here because I want to talk with you about your education and what's expected of all of you in this new school year.





Now, I've given a lot of speeches about education. And I've talked about responsibility a lot. I've talked about teachers' responsibility for inspiring students and pushing you to learn. I've talked about your parents' responsibility for making sure you stay on track, and you get your homework done, and don't spend every waking hour in front of the TV or with the Xbox. I've talked a lot about your government's responsibility for setting high standards, and supporting teachers and principals, and turning around schools that aren't working, where students aren't getting the opportunities that they deserve.





But at the end of the day, we can have the most dedicated teachers, the most supportive parents, the best schools in the world – and none of it will make a difference, none of it will matter unless all of you fulfill your responsibilities, unless you show up to those schools, unless you pay attention to those teachers, unless you listen to your parents and grandparents and other adults and put in the hard work it takes to succeed. That's what I want to focus on today: the responsibility each of you has for your education.





your education.





I want to start with the responsibility you have to yourself. Every single one of you has something that you're good at. Every single one of you has something to offer. And you have a responsibility to yourself to discover what that is. That's the opportunity an education can provide.





Maybe you could be a great writer – maybe even good enough to write a book or articles in a newspaper – but you might not know it until you write that English paper – that English class paper that's assigned to you. Maybe you could be an innovator or an inventor – maybe even good enough to come up with the next iPhone or the new medicine or vaccine – but you might not know it until you do your project for your science class. Maybe you could be a mayor or a senator or a Supreme Court justice – but you might not know that until you join student government or the debate team.





And no matter what you want to do with your life, I guarantee that you'll need an education to do it. You want to be a doctor, or a teacher, or a police officer? You want to be a nurse or an architect, a lawyer or a member of our military? You're going to need a good education for every single one of those careers. You cannot drop out of school and just drop into a good job. You've got to train for it and work for it and learn for it.


[...]
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