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Worksheet One
This worksheet accompanies slide 3 of Assessing Arguments.ppt
Order of an argument
Cut out these statements and rearrange them to create an argument about climate change. Try different arrangements to see if it affects the persuasiveness of the argument. 
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Worksheet Two
This worksheet accompanies slide 7 of Assessing Arguments.ppt
Relevant or irrelevant
Decide if each of these statements is relevant to the claim. Write the world “relevant” or “irrelevant” in the box next to each statement.
Claim: Climate change is accelerating because of human dependence on fossil fuels.
Burning fossil fuels releases ozone-damaging gases into the atmosphere.
Many species go extinct because of illegal hunting and fishing.
Fossil fuels are derived from fossilized animals. 
Global natural gas use has more than tripled since 1970. 

How might irrelevant evidence confuse the audience?

Worksheet Three
This worksheet accompanies slides 8 of Assessing Arguments.ppt
Review parts of an argument
Draw a line to connect the element of an argument in the first row with its description in row two and where it is usually found in row three. 


Worksheet Four
This worksheet accompanies slide 9 of Assessing Arguments.ppt
Identifying parts of an argument

Read this argument about climate change and identify the argument, claim(s) and evidence. You can highlight each element and then write them in the spaces provided. Fill in as many claims as you find. 

Argument ___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Evidence:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Worksheet Five
This worksheet accompanies slide 10 of Assessing Arguments.ppt
Analyze an argument
Read these arguments for and against women’s suffrage. Identify the argument, claims and evidence that each author uses and write them in the spaces provided below. If you want to add more claims and evidence, continue your notes on a separate piece of paper.



Title: Argument Against Women's Suffrage
Author: J. B. Sanford
Argument ___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Evidence:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Title: Objections Answered 


Author: Alice Stone Blackwell
Argument ___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Evidence:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Worksheet Six
This worksheet accompanies slide 11 of Assessing Arguments.ppt
Argument checklist

You can use this checklist when you are analyzing an argument or when you are writing your own argument. Check off the items as you answer the questions. When you have finished analyzing the argument, ask yourself if the author has convinced you to share his or her point of view. 

	
	1) What is the argument? What point of view is the author trying to convince you to take?

	
	2) What are the author’s main claims? 

	
	3) What evidence does the author use to support his or her claims?

	
	4) Is the evidence supported by facts and sources? 

	
	5) Is the evidence relevant to the argument and claim it is supporting?

	
	6) Does the organization of the argument make sense?

	
	7) Has the author persuaded you? Do you agree with his or her point of view? 








The reasons that the author gives to support the argument.





Our Earth is warming.





As these and other changes become more pronounced in the coming decades, they will likely present challenges to our society and our environment.





Claims











Claim: 





Evidence











Excerpt from “Argument Against Women's Suffrage”


by J. B. Sanford, Chairmen of Democratic Caucus, 1911





Suffrage is not a right. It is a privilege that may or may not be granted. Politics is no place for a [woman] consequently the privilege should not be granted to her.





The mother’s influence is needed in the home. She can do little good by gadding the streets and neglecting her children. Let her teach her daughters that modesty, patience, and gentleness are the charms of a woman. [...] The mothers of this country can shape the destinies of the nation by keeping in their places and attending to those duties that God Almighty intended for them. The kindly, gentle influence of the mother in the home and the dignified influence of the teacher in the school will far outweigh all the influence of all the mannish female politicians on earth. [...]





The men are able to run the government and take care of the women. Do women have to vote in order to receive the protection of man? Why, men have gone to war, endured every privation and death itself in defense of woman. To man, woman is the dearest creature on earth, and there is no extreme to which he would not go for his mother or sister. By keeping woman in her exalted position man can be induced to do more for her 





The details and facts used to support the claim.





Usually found in the body of paragraphs.





The point of view the author is trying to convince the reader to take.





Argument





Many places have seen changes in rainfall, resulting in more floods, droughts, or intense rain, as well as more frequent and severe heat waves. 





The evidence is clear.





Rising global temperatures have been accompanied by changes in weather and climate. 





Usually found in the thesis statement or introduction.





Claim: 











Usually found in the topic sentences of paragraphs.





Climate Change is Happening





Our Earth is warming. Earth's average temperature has risen by 1.4°F over the past century, and is projected to rise another 2 to 11.5°F over the next hundred years. Small changes in the average temperature of the planet can translate to large and potentially dangerous shifts in climate and weather.





The evidence is clear. Rising global temperatures have been accompanied by changes in weather and climate. Many places have seen changes in rainfall, resulting in more floods, droughts, or intense rain, as well as more frequent and severe heat waves. The planet's oceans and glaciers have also experienced some big changes - oceans are warming and becoming more acidic, ice caps are melting, and sea levels are rising. As these and other changes become more pronounced in the coming decades, they will likely present challenges to our society and our environment.








Claim: 





do more for her than he could by having her mix up in affairs that will cause him to lose respect and regard for her. Woman does not have to vote to secure her rights. Man will go to any extreme to protect and elevate her now. As long as woman is woman and keeps her place she will get more protection and more consideration than man gets. When she abdicates her throne she throws down the scepter of her power and loses her influence.





Woman suffrage has been proven a failure in states that have tried it. It is wrong. California should profit by the mistakes of other states. Not one reform has equal suffrage effected. On the contrary, statistics go to show that in most equal suffrage states, Colorado particularly, that divorces have greatly increased since the adoption of the equal suffrage amendment, showing that it has been a home destroyer. Crime has also increased due to lack of the mothers in the home.





Woman is woman. She cannot unsex herself or change her sphere. Let her be content with her lot and perform those high duties intended for her by the Great Creator, and she will accomplish far more in governmental affairs than she can ever accomplish by mixing up in the dirty pool of politics. Keep the home pure and all will be well with the Republic. Let not the sanctity of the home be invaded by every little politician that may be running up and down the highway for office. Let the manly men and the womanly women defeat this amendment and keep woman where she belongs in order that she may retain the respect of all mankind.





Excerpt from “Objections Answered"


by Alice Stone Blackwell, 1910





Why Women Should Vote


The reasons why women should vote are the same as the reasons why men should vote – the same as the reasons for having a republic rather than a monarchy. It is fair and right that the people who must obey the laws should have a choice in choosing the lawmakers, and that those who must pay the taxes should have a voice as to the amount of the tax, and the way in which the money shall be spent. […]





In thus taking a vote to get at the wish of the majority, certain classes of persons are passed over, whose opinions for one reason or another are thought not to be worth counting. In most of our states, these classes are children, aliens, idiots, lunatics, criminals and women. There are good and obvious reasons for making all these exceptions but the last. Of course no account ought to be taken of the opinions of children, insane persons, or criminals. Is there any equally good reason why no account should be taken of the opinions of women? Let us consider the reasons commonly given, and see if they are sound. […] 





The Ignorant Vote.


It would double the Ignorant vote.


Statistics published by the National Bureau of Education show that the high schools of every state in the Union are graduating more girls than boys – some of them twice or three times as many. The whole number of boys in attendance at public high schools in the United States in 1905-6 was 305,308; of girls 417,384. Because of the growing tendency to take boys out of school early in order to put them into business, girls are getting 





getting more schooling than boys. Equal suffrage would increase the proportion of voters who have received more than a merely elementary education. […]





Already Over-Burdened


Women are already over-burdened. A woman would not have time to perform her political duties without neglecting higher duties.


Mrs. Alice Freeman Palmer wrote: "How much time must she spend on her political duties? [...] The duties of motherhood and the making of a home are the most sacred work of women and the dearest to them, of every class. If casting an intelligent vote would interfere with what only women can do [...] no one can question which a woman must choose. But it cannot be shown that there are any large number of women in this country who have not the necessary time to vote intelligently, and it can be argued that study of the vital questions of our government would make them better comrades to their husbands and friends, better guides to their sons, and more interesting and valuable members of society. Women of every class have more leisure than men, are less tied to hours of routine; they have had more years of school training than men. All this makes simple the combination of public and higher duties." [...]�


Will It Increase Divorce?


It will lead to family quarrels and increase divorce.


Full suffrage was granted to the women of Wyoming in 1869. During the twenty years from 1870 to 1890, divorce in the United States at large increased about three times as fast as the population. In the group of western states, omitting Wyoming, it has increased nearly four times as fast as the population. In Wyoming it increased only about half as fast as the population. "An ounce of experiment is worth a ton of theory." […]








Claim: 





Claim: 





Claim: 





Claim: 





Claim: 





Claim: 
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