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Worksheet One
This worksheet accompanies slide 5 of Analyzing Information.ppt
Key terms

When listening to a speech, you should be listening for the argument the speaker is making and the claims and evidence he or she uses to back it up. Do you know what these terms mean? Draw a line to link them to their definitions.







Worksheet Two

This worksheet accompanies slide 7 of Analyzing Information.ppt 

What is he saying?

In 1970, Vice President Spiro Agnew gave this speech about students protesting the Vietnam War. What is his main argument? What claims and evidence does he use to support this? Read this speech and fill in the graphic organizer on the following page.

Address on Vietnam War protests, May 22, 1970

by Vice President Spiro Agnew

Sometimes it appears that we're reaching a period when our senses and our minds will no longer respond to moderate stimulation. We seem to be approaching an age of the gross; persuasion through speeches and books is too often discarded for disruptive demonstrations aimed at bludgeoning the unconvinced into action. The young – and by this I don't mean by any stretch of the imagination all the young, but I'm talking about those who claim to speak for the young – at the zenith of physical power and sensitivity, overwhelm themselves with drugs and artificial stimulants. Subtlety is lost, and fine distinctions based on acute reasoning are carelessly ignored in a headlong jump to a predetermined conclusion. Life is visceral rather than intellectual, and the most visceral practitioners of life are those who characterize themselves as intellectuals. Truth is to them revealed rather than logically proved. And the principal infatuations of today revolve around the social sciences, those subjects which can accommodate any opinion, and about which the most reckless conjecture cannot be discredited. Education is being redefined at the demand of the uneducated to suit the ideas of the uneducated. The student now goes to college to proclaim, rather than to learn. The lessons of the past are ignored and obliterated, and a contemporary antagonism known as "The Generation Gap." A spirit of national masochism prevails, encouraged by an effete core of impudent snobs who characterize themselves as intellectuals. 
	Argument:



	Claim:


	Evidence:

	Claim:


	Evidence:

	Claim:


	Evidence:

	Claim:


	Evidence:


Worksheet Three

This worksheet accompanies slide 11 of Analyzing Information.ppt 

What’s the motive?

Imagine each of the following people is giving a speech entitled “The Benefits of Eating Fruit.” What could their motives be?
	Supermarket owner


	

	Farmer


	

	Doctor


	

	Author of a book on healthy eating


	

	Chef


	


Worksheet Four
This worksheet accompanies slide 15 of Analyzing Information.ppt
Effective, irrelevant or insufficient?
A group of students is arguing that their school day should begin at 10 AM rather than 9 AM. They claim that students would be able to concentrate better if school began at 10 AM. Look at the evidence below that could be used to support this claim. Write each piece of evidence in the correct box depending on whether you think it is effective, irrelevant or insufficient.
· In a survey, 15% of students said they had higher levels of concentration at 10 AM than 9 AM.
· In a survey, 60% of teachers said they felt students had better concentration levels at 10 AM than 9 AM.

· A scientific study found that students had 20% higher levels of concentration after 10 AM.

· Some teachers have said they think students concentrate more after 10 AM.

· 80% of students say they would prefer to start school at 10 AM.

· 75% of teachers believe that students would be more likely to be on time if school began at 10 AM.

	Effective



	Irrelevant



	Insufficient




























The main idea that the speaker is trying to convince the audience to agree with.





The reasons the speaker gives to support his or her ideas.

















claim





evidence











argument





Details and facts that support the speaker’s ideas. 
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