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Earthquakes Worksheet 
This worksheet accompanies the presentation Earthquakes.ppt
On 12th January 2010, an earthquake measuring 7.0 on the Richter scale hit the island of Haiti, with the epicentre about 16 miles west of the capital Port-au-Prince. The Haitian government believe that 316,000 people died as a result of the earthquake, with many more injured, and that over 1 million people were left homeless. 

Haiti is located to the north of the Caribbean tectonic plate, on a conservative boundary with the westward moving North American plate. 
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1. 
Explain in terms of plate tectonics what happened to cause this devastating 

earthquake. You may add your own notation and arrows to the diagram if you wish.
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2.  State three properties of P waves. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3.  Imagine that there was a large earthquake in a remote region of France. Describe what 
you would feel in the UK in terms of strength and direction of movement and the timescale of the movements.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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