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Asteroids and Comets Worksheet 
This worksheet accompanies slide 8 of Asteroids and Comets.ppt
Why did the dinosaurs become extinct?

Around 65 million years ago, 70% of the life on our planet was wiped out, including dinosaurs, which had been on Earth for about 185 million years. Evidence suggests that something catastrophic happened at this time to cause their mass extinction, rather than the dinosaurs dying out gradually. There are several theories as to what might have happened to cause the extinction of the dinosaurs, including:

· a single massive asteroid impact

· several smaller asteroid impacts following a collision in the asteroid belt

· a series of volcanic eruption(s)
· climate change

· disease epidemic

· the explosion of a nearby supernova.

Using the library or the Internet, research one of the theories ready for a class discussion. In the class discussion, you will have to argue for your theory (regardless of whether you genuinely believe the theory to be the likely explanation for the extinction of the dinosaurs), and be ready to argue against the others.

You may research a theory that is not listed if you prefer.
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