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                     Name:…………………………………………………….      Date: ……………………

The Nitrogen Cycle Worksheet 
This worksheet accompanies the presentation The Nitrogen Cycle.ppt
1.  Fill in the gaps in the text below:

Nitrogen in the atmosphere is found in the form of _______________. This is an ________________ gas. It makes up around ___% of the air. Most plants and animals cannot use it in this form.

When lightning strikes, _____________ in the atmosphere is combined to form ________________, which dissolves in rain to make _____________ in the soil.

Plants other than legumes take ___________ up from the soil and use them to 
make __________.

2.  Nitrogen-fixing bacteria live in the soil, or more usually in nodules in the roots of legumes. They convert nitrogen into nitrates that the plants can use.
Write down three examples of legumes:
3.  Do these factors increase or decrease the level of nitrogen in the soil? 
	
	Does it increase or decrease levels of nitrogen in the soil?

	Heavy rain
	

	Fertilizers
	

	Animal manure
	

	Fast growing crops
	

	Lightning
	

	Denitrifying bacteria
	

	Nitrifying bacteria
	

	Decomposers
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