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                     Name:…………………………………………………….      Date: ……………………

Sustainability Worksheet 
This worksheet accompanies slide 9 of Sustainability.ppt
A problem tree can be used to analyze an issue, such as those relating to sustainability. 
Use this tree template to complete the following activity.
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1.  Along the trunk of the tree, write the problem or issue you want to explore. This could be:
· overfishing

· destruction of woodlands or forests

· population increase

· monoculture farming

· use of resources in packaging materials

· an idea of your own.
On the roots, write some of the causes of this problem. You could put some of the cause of these causes (the root causes) onto branches of the roots if you want.

2.  On the roots, write some of the causes of this problem. You could also put some of the reasons for these causes (the root causes) onto branches of the roots if you want.

3.  On the branches, write some of the effects of these problems. You could put some of the further consequences of these effects onto smaller branches if you like.
You could also:
· add fruit and label it with the end consequences of the problem
· draw insects or worms eating at the roots (the causes of the problem), and label them.
4. Look at your completed diagram. What are:

· the most serious consequences?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
· the easiest problems to solve?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Where do you think responsibility for solving this problem lies? For example, should the general public, scientists, politicians or companies take responsibility? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………....................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
If you had the power to make decisions to reduce this problem, what would you do?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………....................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………[image: image4.jpg]
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