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Worksheet One
This worksheet accompanies slide 4 of Macbeth Act 1 Part 1.ppt
Studying Shakespeare

Find three words or phrases in Act One, Scene Two that you do not understand, then discuss them as a class to find out what they mean. Write the phrases and their definitions below:

1. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Definition:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Definition:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Definition: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Worksheet Two
This worksheet accompanies slide 10 of Macbeth Act 1 Part 1.ppt
Ambition
Read Macbeth’s statement from Act One, Scene Three and then answer the following questions.


What does Macbeth mean when he says “Without my stir”?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What does this tell us about his character?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How do these lines contrast with those of Lady Macbeth whom we meet in the
next scene?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are our initial impressions of Macbeth in the opening scenes of the play?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Is he a villain or a hero at this point in the play?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What evidence is there to support your arguments?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What do other characters in the play think of him at this point?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Worksheet Three 
This worksheet accompanies slide 4 of Macbeth Act 1 Part 2.ppt
Act One, Scene Five, lines 1–12
The actress playing Lady Macbeth needs to make a decision about how to read the letter. Do you think she is excited? Amazed? Curious? Why? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Judging by the contents of the letter, what kind of relationship do you think Macbeth and his wife have? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Imagine you are Lady Macbeth and you have to wait longer for your husband’s arrival. Write your own letter to him describing your feelings about his news and thoughts on his return.

Worksheet Four 
This worksheet accompanies slide 8 of Macbeth Act 1 Part 2.ppt
Comparing characters

The two main protagonists in this play are Macbeth and Lady Macbeth. How do you think their characters compare and differ by the end of Act One? Fill in the tables below to compile your thoughts.

Act One, Scene Three and Scene Four see Macbeth responding to the witches’ prophecies without his wife. What characteristics does he display in these scenes? What quotations could support your arguments?

Act One, Scene Three
	Macbeth characteristics

	Quotations to support argument

	
	

	
	


Act One, Scene Four
	Macbeth characteristics

	Quotations to support argument

	
	

	
	


In Scenes Five and seven Macbeth and Lady Macbeth discuss the prophecies together. What characteristics does he display in these scenes? What quotations could support your arguments?

Act One, Scene Five

	Macbeth characteristics

	Quotations to support argument

	
	

	
	

	Lady Macbeth characteristics

	Quotations to support argument

	
	

	
	


Act One, Scene Seven

	Macbeth characteristics

	Quotations to support argument

	
	

	
	

	Lady Macbeth characteristics

	Quotations to support argument

	
	

	
	


Look at the tables you have filled in for Act One. Do Macbeth and Lady Macbeth show similar or different characteristics throughout Act One? What can you say about their relationship at this point in the play? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
Worksheet Five 
This worksheet accompanies slide 12 of Macbeth Act 1 Part 2.ppt
Act One summary

How much can you remember about the plot so far? Try to fill in the blanks in this summary of Act One. A list of potential words is given below.

Macbeth and _________ return from battle and Macbeth is described as “_______.” They both meet the three witches who greet Macbeth as Thane of _________, and prophesize that he will soon be Thane of __________, and then will become king. When they meet Ross, Macbeth is made Thane of Cawdor and the first prophecy comes true.

Duncan names __________ as the heir to the throne, giving him the title The Prince of Cumberland. Macbeth realises that the second prophecy cannot come true if Malcolm inherits the throne. In an aside to the audience, he says that this is an obstacle that he must either “fall down” at, or instead “o’erleap.”
Lady Macbeth receives a __________ from her husband describing his meeting with the ___________ and the prophecy that he will become __________. She immediately starts devising a plan to kill __________ and ensure that Macbeth becomes king. When __________ and Lady Macbeth meet they discuss the plan and eventually Macbeth __________ to it.
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letter		king		scared		Malcolm		thane		witches	





	sad		Duncan		Banquo		Cumberland		brave 





Glamis		agrees		Cawdor		Ross			Macbeth








“If chance will have me king, why, chance may crown me


Without my stir” (I.iii.143–4)








__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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