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What is a mixture?

A mixture contains two or more substances that are mixed 
together, but have not chemically bonded with each other.

A pure substance contains just one 
substance on its own. For example, table 
salt (sodium chloride) is a pure substance.

For example, seawater is a mixture 
of water, salt and other substances.

Can you name some different mixtures, and pure substances, 
that you might find in your house?
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What are the properties of a mixture?

 The substances in a mixture are not chemically bonded 
together. This means that it is usually quite easy to 
separate the substances (e.g. to get salt from seawater).

 The proportions in a mixture  
are not fixed (for example there 
might be lots of salt in seawater, 
or very little).

 The properties of a mixture are 
often an ‘average’ of the properties 
of the substances it is made from 
(e.g. a mixture of a red liquid and
a blue liquid is a purple liquid).
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Odd one out
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A mixture or a pure substance?
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