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What is a food web? bogrd, .

Why is it a good idea for an organism to have different
sources of food? Animals usually eat many different things
and are involved in lots of different food chains:

plants W) aphid =) ladybug =) chickadee mmmp ow|
plants W) moth W) chickadee W owl

plants ) mouse =) weasel

plants =) mouse =) owl|

These food chains can be put together in a food web,
which shows how the food chains are connected.

What would the food web for these food chains look like?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes
Why is it a good idea for an organism to have different sources of food? Reliance on only one source of food would make an organism vulnerable to variations in the availability of this food. Also, many food sources are not available all year round, so alternative sources of nutrition are needed.

You could ask students to draw a food web based on the food chain described in Food Chains Worksheet.
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ig a food web

1. Name the producer
in this food web.

2. Name two herbivores
in this food web.

3. Name two species that
are top carnivores.

4. How many secondary
consumers are there?

5. Which food chains
include the moth?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes 
1. Daisy (flower/plant)
2. Mouse and aphid (moth is also an acceptable answer – adult moths usually don’t eat, but their larvae do)
3. Weasel and barn owl
4. Four (ladybug, spider, weasel, chickadee)
5. Daisy, moth, chickadee, barn owl. �    Daisy, moth, spider, blackbird, barn owl.


Build a food web () (bozrd, .

What is the food web?

Make a note of these food chains and then click "start”
to build the food web made up of these food chains. 4

algae =» mussel =P starfish
algae =P barnacle =» seagull
algae =» mussel =» whelk =» crab —» seaquli
algae =» limpet =» whelk = crab =—» seagull

| start |
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() —
the food web B2 @

Nearly every species of animal is dependent on a number of
other species for survival — this is called interdependence.

Human activity is
damaging the natural
habitats of many animals.

This will not only affect the
animals in the area, but it
could have far-reaching
effects on the rest of the
species in the food web.

If the population of a species declines dramatically, how
might this affect the other species that depend upon it?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Photo credit: Jupiterimages Corporation

Teacher notes
See ‘Environmental Change’ for more about how changes in the environment can have an impact on animals.


r Changes in the food web == @

Click an animal to see how the food web could change
if the species dies out
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes
This activity is designed to show students that a decline in one species can have a significant impact on others. These values and outcomes are completely speculative.
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