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The stomach

As food moves through the digestive system it is broken down. 
Useful food molecules and water are absorbed into the body.

 the chemical breakdown of food begins

From the stomach, food enters the small intestine where 
digestion is completed and the small digested food molecules 
are absorbed into the bloodstream.

After food is swallowed, it enters the stomach.
Two things happen to food in the stomach:

food enters 
from the gullet

muscle tissue

food leaves 
the stomach

 microbes are destroyed.
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The intestines

After the small intestine, the remains of the food travels 
to the large intestine. All that is left of the food is water 
and waste material.

The water is valuable, so it is 
absorbed from the large 
intestine into the bloodstream.

The undigested waste travels to the 
rectum where it is stored until leaving 
the body through the anus.

The waste material cannot be 
digested or used by the body.

large
intestine

small
intestine

http://www.photos.com/en/search/close-up?oid=3223397&hoid=bbe60375cbb4f3e5c50ac2b95938f7c9
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Organs of the digestive system
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The process of digestion
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Label the digestive system



7 of 7 © Boardworks Ltd 2010

Summary
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