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What is competition?

All living things need natural resources, but the problem is 
that there is not enough for everyone. This means that 
individuals have to fight for them in order to survive.

This struggle for resources is called competition.
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Competition 
occurs between 
members of 
different species. 
This is called 
interspecific 
competition.

Who competes?

Competition also occurs 
between members of 
the same species. This 
is called intraspecific 
competition.
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There are four resources for which animals compete. 
What are they?

What do animals compete for?

 food

 mates
 water

 land (territory)

Which resource is 
not relevant for 
interspecific
competition? 

Members of different species will not compete for mates.
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Competition between plants may be less noticeable than 
competition between animals but it still takes place. What  
four things do plants compete for?

What do plants compete for?

 light

 minerals
 water

 space
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Competition in the meadow

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes
This interactive simulation illustrates the range of factors – and the complexity - involved in competition. Students could be asked to predict how the combination of factors will affect the growth of grass, before clicking “grow grass”. They could then be asked to explain the reasons behind the actual amount of grass that has grown.
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Competition and population size

The size of a population varies due to factors such as 
disease, migration and predation.

Intraspecific competition generally has a stabilizing effect
on a population. Why is this?

population 
falls

more 
competition
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