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The area of a shape is a measure of how much surface the 
shape takes up.

Area

Rug a Rug b Rug c

Rug b

16 ft2

18 ft2

15 ft2

Area is measured in square units, like in2, ft2, yd2, mi2, mm2, 
cm2, m2, and km2.

If each square is one square foot, 
which rug covers the largest area?
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Do you remember a faster way to find 
the area than counting the squares?

Area

Rug a
Rug b

Rug c

4 ft

4 ft

6 ft

3 ft

3 ft

5 ft

16 ft2 18 ft2 15 ft2

A faster way to find the area of a rectangle is to multiply 
the length by the width. 

4 ft × 4 ft  = 16 ft2
6 ft × 3 ft = 18 ft2

3 ft × 5 ft = 15 ft2
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Sarah needs to buy new carpet for her room. 
How can she find the area of the room so she 

knows how much to buy?
We can think of this shape 
as being made up of two 
rectangles.
Either like this …
… or like this.
Label the rectangles A and B.

Area A =

Area B =

Total area =

Area of a complex shape

7m

10m

8m

5m

15m

15m

10 × 7 = 70 m2

5 × 15 = 75 m2

70 + 75 = 145 m2

A

B
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Antonio wants to replace the tiles on his patio, 
but it has a small flowerbed in the middle. How 

would he find the area of the tiled space?

We can think of this shape 
as being made up of one 
rectangle with another 
rectangle cut out of it.

7yd

8yd

3yd

4yd Label the rectangles A and B.

A

Area A =
Area B =
Yellow area =

Area of a complex shape

B
7 × 8 = 56 yd2

3 × 4 = 12 yd2

56 – 12 = 44 yd2
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Area of a right triangle
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Area of a triangle
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Area of a parallelogram
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Area of a parallelogram
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Area of a trapezoid
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The area of any trapezoid can be found using the formula:

Area of a trapezoid =       height (sum of parallel bases)1
2

Or using letter symbols:

Area of a trapezoid =       h(b1 + b2)2
1

Area of a trapezoid
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Area of a trapezoid
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Area on a pegboard
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Area of an irregular shape
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