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Vocabulary
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Information

College and Career Readiness Standards for Language:

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word 
parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as 
appropriate.
6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
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Crafting definitions
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Definition strategies
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Context clues

Context clues can tell you a lot about a word even without 
breaking the word into parts or using a dictionary.

“Fame was thrilling only until it became ________.”
– Gloria Swanson (actress, singer, producer)

What part of speech is the missing word?

Does the missing word have 
negative or positive connotations?

What word or words in the sentence 
give you an idea of its meaning?
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Using context

Based on context clues, can you suggest some 
words that might fill the blank?

The correct word is “grueling,” which means very tiring.

Although you may not have suggested this exact word, 
your suggestions were probably all adjectives with 
negative connotations. 

Even without knowing the word, you were able to 
understand its significance and, more importantly, 
the meaning of the sentence.

grueling“Fame was thrilling only until it became ________.”
– Gloria Swanson (actress, singer, producer)
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Word parts

Breaking a word apart can help you figure out what the 
word means.

Lots of words have Greek or Latin beginnings (prefixes), 
middles (roots) or endings (suffixes).

For example, the Latin root word “port” means “to carry.” 
What common words include “port”?

transport import deport

across carry in carry away carry

Being familiar with Greek and Latin word parts will greatly 
improve your vocabulary.
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Using prefixes
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Using suffixes
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Using dictionaries



© Boardworks 201311 of 11

Definition practice
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