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Structure in 
Non-Fiction
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Information

College and Career Readiness Standards for Reading:

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific 
sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., 
a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other 
and the whole.



© Boardworks 20133 of 11

Analyzing texts

When analyzing a non-fiction text, it is important to 
pay attention not only to what the author says, but 
also how he or she says it. 

Consider the author’s purpose 
for including specific sentences, 
paragraphs, chapters or 
sections in a text.

Think about how each of these 
sections furthers the author’s 
main idea.
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Non-fiction organization

Informational texts often use the same organizational 
features. Most include an introduction, body paragraphs, 
and a conclusion.

An introduction is intended to grab the reader’s attention and 
to introduce the author’s main idea or topic.

Body paragraphs are where the author provides quotations, 
facts or ideas that support and convey the author’s message.

A conclusion is where the author restates his or her point, 
wraps up the central idea or leaves the reader with something 
to think about.

Can you identify any other features that could 
be used to structure or organize a text?
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Introductions and conclusions
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Space Shuttle Challenger speech
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Introduction paragraphs

There are some standard techniques authors use in an 
introduction. You might notice some of these in 
Reagan’s speech.

● The author uses a hook to grab the reader’s attention. 
For example, the author might start the paragraph with 
a quotation or ask the audience a question. 

● The author lays out the purpose of the text.

● The author begins to establish the tone of the text.

Read the introduction to President Reagan’s speech again. 
Can you identify these techniques in his introduction? 
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Structure of an introduction
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Structure of a conclusion

Authors use conclusion paragraphs to leave the reader 
thinking about the main point from the text.  

Reread the conclusion of the 
speech. Why do you think he 
chose to quote this poem? How do 
the quotations tie into the main 
point of the speech? What effect 
do they have on the audience? 

Reagan’s speech concludes by summarizing his sentiments 
and commemorating the astronauts. To end the speech he 
quotes a few lines of poetry. 
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“High Flight”
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Structure comparison
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