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Point of View 
in Non-Fiction
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Information

College and Career Readiness Standards for Reading:

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content 
and style of a text.
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Purpose and point of view

Whenever you read and analyze a text, you should try to 
consider the author’s point of view and purpose for writing.

How are purpose and point of view different?

An author’s point of view is his or her position on the topic. 
The author might have a positive or negative viewpoint of 
the topic he or she is writing about. 

An author’s purpose is his or her reason for writing. It might 
be to inform, entertain or persuade the reader. Sometimes 
an author has more than one purpose for writing.  

Why is it important to identify an author’s purpose 
and point of view when analyzing a text?
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Purpose
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Identifying point of view and purpose

When reading a text, there are some key features that can 
help you identify the author’s point of view and purpose. 

● Title and subtitles: Not only can they indicate the topic 
of the text, but they can sometimes reveal the author’s 
purpose for writing and point of view on the subject. 

● Keywords: Look for key phrases and words that are 
emphasized. These are often used when an author is 
trying to inform the reader about a topic. 

● Other points of view: Does the author present other 
points of view in a fair and balanced way or does the 
author support one point of view over others? 
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Informing or persuading?
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Differing viewpoints
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Whose point of view?
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Conflicting viewpoints
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