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Language in Literature
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Information

College and Career Readiness Standards for Reading:

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 
meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape 
meaning or tone.
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Thinking about word choice
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Cassie in the desert
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SEE
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Figurative language: definitions
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Figurative language: examples
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The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
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Allusion

An allusion is a reference to a person, place or event. 
The person, place or event might be real or fictional.

Allusions can be hard to recognize if you are not familiar 
with the thing that is being referenced. However, allusions 
are important, as authors often use them to add extra layers 
of meaning to their work.

Here is an example of an allusion:

James’s story made Becca wonder why his 
nose didn’t grow three feet long.

What is this an allusion to? What does it mean?
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Spot the allusion

Do you recognize this cover?

This is the cover of Twilight, a 
popular novel about a 
teenage girl who falls in love 
with a vampire.

What does this allusion say 
about the theme of the book?

Can you identify the allusion 
in the cover image?
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Analyzing language
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