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Creative Writing
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Information

College and Career Readiness Standards for Writing:

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences 
or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and 
well-structured event sequences.
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Creative writing is any form of writing that expresses ideas in 
an imaginative way. It may be fictional or non-fictional. It may 
be prose or poetry.

● setting 
A number of elements are often found in creative writing: 

● imagery
● description
● plot
● conflict
● characters 
● dialogue.

● figurative language

What is creative writing?
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First, you will need to brainstorm ideas for the topic of your 
writing. Then you must develop a plan for your writing task.
This includes deciding what will happen, when and why.

Planning your writing

When planning a creative short story, think about:

● the parts of your story (opening, development, 
complication, crisis and resolution)

● the narrator

● the characters

● the setting.
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Order of events
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The narrator
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Prewriting
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Before you begin writing, think about how you are going to 
develop the opening, or beginning, of your story.

Will your story have a first-
or third-person narrator?

Your opening should introduce the narrator and the main 
characters and describe the setting.

Where and when does the 
story take place? 

Who are the main characters 
and how will you introduce 
and describe them? 

Story openings
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Example story opening
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Start writing

Long sentences are good for descriptions:
The castle, large and gray with gruesome gargoyles sticking 
jaggedly out from it, looked uninviting and haunted. 

Short sentences are useful for creating a dramatic effect: 
The castle was large and gray with gruesome gargoyles. 
It looked uninviting. It looked haunted.

Once you have the structure of your story planned, it is time 
to start writing. You can make your writing more interesting 
by varying the length of your sentences. 
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Writing dialogue
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Dialogue quiz
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Figurative language
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Using figurative language
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Descriptive writing
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Conclusions

● conclude the plot 

Your ending should provide a resolution to your story. 
Narrative endings try to do one or more of the following:

Consider a short fairy tale that you are familiar with and write 
an alternate ending to it. How does changing the ending 

change the meaning of the story?

● leave the reader with some questions 
answered and some still remaining 

● give the impression that the characters 
and their story live on after the story.
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Proofreading and revising
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