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World War I 
A Half-Century of Crisis and 
Achievement (1900–1945) 
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What were the key terms of the Treaty of 
Versailles?

By the end of this section, you will have learned about 
the aftermath of World War I, and be able to answer the 

following key questions:

How did the war affect people on the 
home front?
What were the outcomes of the Paris 
Peace Conference ?

The aftermath of war

What was the League of Nations?
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The home front
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A costly war
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The Paris Peace Conference
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President Wilson believed that World War I should be the 
“war to end all wars”. He proposed fourteen principles he 
believed all nations should adhere to in order to ensure future 
peace. These principles are known as the Fourteen Points.

The first five of these points laid out 
boundaries for all nations, permitting 
freedom of the seas and limited 
military power. The latter points mainly 
focused on the treatment Wilson 
believed Germany and other defeated 
nations should receive after the war. 
Wilson also laid out a plan for an 
international peace keeping organization 
to help solve future disputes.

Wilson’s Fourteen Points
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The most contested point of the Paris Peace Conference was 
that of Germany’s fate. 

Though President Wilson felt 
Germany’s military power should 
be reduced, he favored less 
severe consequences that 
recognized the role multiple 
nations played in causing the war.

However, having experienced greater losses and destruction 
to their homeland, Britain’s David Lloyd George and France’s 
Georges Clemenceau held Germany solely responsible and 
sought to punish the defeated nation. Wilson was overruled.

Why do you think Wilson was more 
sympathetic towards Germany?

Germany’s fate
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Why did Germany call the treaty a “Dictated Peace”?

The Treaty of Versailles
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League of Nations



© Boardworks 201211 of 12

Review
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Glossary
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