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World War I 
A Half-Century of Crisis and 
Achievement (1900–1945) 
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Teacher notes included in the Notes pageFlash activity (these activities are not editable)

For more detailed instructions, see the User Guide
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How did the war progress as countries joined 
and left the fighting?

By the end of this section, you will have learned 
about World War I, and be able to answer the 

following key questions:

How and why did World War I begin?

How was it different from previous wars?

The Great War

How did the war end?
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The “powder keg of Europe”

Why do you think this incident resulted in a global war?
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Entangling alliances
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Europe goes to war

How might trench conditions affect an army’s success?
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The Eastern Front

The Eastern Front was more mobile than the Western Front. 
Early in the war, Russia had invaded Germany and Austria-
Hungary. However, by December of 1914, the Russian army 
was in retreat.

Russia’s lack of industrialization made it 
difficult to supply the troops. Many soldiers 
went without adequate weapons, 
ammunition, or even food and clothing. 

Russia’s only advantage was numbers. 
As men died by the thousands, they were 
quickly replaced from Russia’s massive 
population. This forced the Central Powers 
to continue fighting on two fronts. 
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War technology
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Trench warfare
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Total war

In 1915, the Germans set up a U-boat blockade of Britain, 
hoping to cut the island off from its allies. 

The U-boats had orders to engage in unrestricted 
submarine warfare – they would shoot on sight any vessel 
sailing in British waters.

The Germans bombed British docks, 
factories and other war-making 
facilities. This strategy, known as 
total war, is intended to destroy a 
country’s ability to make war. As the 
war went on, the Allies used similar 
tactics against the Germans.

How do you think total war affects a 
nation’s ability to make war?
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A truly global war
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Why were Americans so reluctant to enter the war?

American neutrality
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How should the Allies deal with the defeated nations?

Late events in the war
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Changing warfare

Can you suggest reasons for these changes?
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World War I leaders
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