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The French 
Revolution

An Age of Revolutions 
(1750–1914) 



© Boardworks 20122 of 15

Teacher notes included in the Notes pageFlash activity (these activities are not editable)

For more detailed instructions, see the User Guide

Contents



© Boardworks 20123 of 15

Key players

By the end of this section, you will have learned about 
the progression of the French Revolution and know 

about the following key points:

The reforms of the National Assembly

Rising radicalism

Impacts of the Revolution.

Reform and terror
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In 1789, the National Constituent Assembly abolished the 
feudal dues peasants paid nobles, the tithe, and the privileges 
of the First and Second Estates. It declared that local officials 
would be elected instead of appointed by the king and also 
seized Church land and sold it.

Liberty, equality, fraternity

All men were declared equal 
before the law, had the right to a 
fair trial, had freedom of speech, 
and could hold public office.

Olympe de Gouges wrote the Declaration of the Rights of 
Woman and the Female Citizen, but the all-male National 
Assembly refused to adopt her declaration.

To what extent were liberty and equality increased?



© Boardworks 20125 of 15

Key players
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Constitutional monarchy

In October 1789, the King was called back to Paris and his 
power became subject to law in July 1790 when he accepted 
the National Constituent Assembly’s constitution and France 
became a constitutional monarchy.

At the same time, the Civil Constitution of the Clergy was 
adopted, which transformed the Roman Catholic Church in 
France into a secular branch of the French government.

In September 1792, the National 
Convention, the ruling legislative body 
in France, abolished the monarchy. 
They created the French First 
Republic in its place. This required the 
writing of a new constitution.
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After the establishment of the French Republic, there was still 
a great deal of instability in France. Problems included:

political divisions within France

fear of counter-revolution within 
the country

religious division

threats from other European countries.

This led to a new, more violent phase of the Revolution. 
Key events included wars with other nations and the Reign of 
Terror. The government executed many people, including the 
king, queen and ultimately many leaders of the revolution.

The French Republic
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The sans-culottes were radical members of the lower and 
middle classes who supported the Revolution. They felt that 
the new government ignored the plight of the average citizen.

Sans-culottes made up the 
majority of the revolutionary 
army. They were keenly aware 
of their importance in this role 
and used this position to exert 
political power.

Do you know why they were called sans-culottes?

They wanted relief from food 
shortages, price controls and true 
equality in society and the law.

Sans-culottes
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How might these divisions have caused problems?

The Legislative Assembly
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Social and cultural changes
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Foreign threats

Why would other countries fear the Revolution?
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The Reign of Terror

The Legislative Assembly was replaced by the National 
Convention in September 1792. France faced invasion from 
foreign powers and many people feared that the nobles who 
had fled were plotting to overthrow the Revolution.

Due to the situation, the Committee of 
Public Safety was created. It was led 
by Robespierre and exercised 
executive power between 1793 and 
1794 during the Reign of Terror.

This period of violence was marked by 
the mass execution of thousands of 
“enemies of the Revolution.”
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The method of execution employed throughout the Revolution 
and widely associated with it was the guillotine. This is a 
device with a very sharp blade used to decapitate its victims.

Estimates of the number of people 
executed in this way during the Reign 
of Terror range from 16,000 to 40,000.

Louis XVI, Marie Antoinette and the 
Girondists were all executed, as were 
many other nobles, commoners, 
politicians and intellectuals on little or 
no grounds. In the end, even 
Robespierre was subject to its blade.

The guillotine
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Government bodies
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The impact of the Revolution

The French Revolution was a landmark historic event in terms 
of people gaining new freedoms and democracy. However, it 
had a cost, chiefly that of thousands of lives.

Were the gains of the Revolution worth the costs?

Positions and power were now based on 
merit rather than birth. The Catholic 

Church never regained its influence on 
government. Land was divided more fairly 

and men had far more rights. 
Yet the position of women did not change 

and the price paid in blood was high.
In the long term, the French Revolution 
served as a basis for other revolutions.
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