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and Social Change
A Half-Century of Crisis and 
Achievement (1900–1945)
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What factors led to the growth in nationalist 
movements there during the early 1900s?

By the end of this section, you will have learned about 
nationalism and revolution in Mexico, India and the 

Middle East and be able to answer these key questions:

What were the causes of early 20th

century revolutions in Mexico, India and 
the Middle East?

What were the effects of imperialism on 
these nations?

Nationalism and Revolution
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The Mexican-American War
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The American downturn in 1907–
1908 worsened financial issues, 
which in turn exaggerated political 
and social issues that had developed 
over the previous 30 years.

Ruled by Porfirio Díaz since 1877, the
“Porfiriato” government was characterized 
by racism, classism and oppression. 

Beginning in 1900, Mexico experienced 
an economic depression.

While Díaz and his officials lived in luxury, unrest grew among 
the poorer classes, culminating in the Mexican Revolution. 

Causes of the Mexican Revolution
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How do you think these factors led to a revolution?

Mexico under Díaz
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The Mexican Revolution
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Key figures
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India

Securely under British 
control, Indians felt a great 
deal of pride in their role in 
the empire and fought 
alongside European 
troops in World War I. 

At the beginning of the 1900s, India was a jewel in the crown 
of the British Empire, to which it had belonged since 1858. 

However, as the war raged on and many Indians died for what 
appeared to be further British expansion, an undercurrent of 
resentment and disapproval of the empire began to grow. 
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Growing resentment

Indians began to resent their imperial rulers for many reasons:

Britain controlled Indian 
trade and grew rich from 

the profits, giving 
minimal returns to India.

Britain took over India’s 
worldwide markets for goods 
such as textiles, causing a 
decline in Indian industry.

India’s reasons 
for resentment

In World War I, 
Indian troops 

fought and died 
to extend British 

control in the 
Middle East.

The British forced 
westernization on 

Indian society, 
attempting to 

restructure India’s 
class system. 

Despite creating a new, Western educated class, society’s 
highest positions were reserved only for the British.
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Promising India dominion status, the 
declaration temporarily raised the 

hopes of Indians who now yearned for 
a constitution and self rule.

Recognizing the growing resistance to British rule, in 1917 
the British issued the Montagu Declaration.

Very quickly, however, India 
found that the promise was 
hollow and realized that the 
Montagu Declaration would 

never be honored.

The Montagu Declaration
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Why do you think Gandhi chose to use these tactics?

Mohandas Gandhi
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Gandhi’s only objective was independent rule for India.
He earned the nickname Mahatma, meaning “Great Soul”. 

With the support of the Indian National 
Congress, Mahatma Gandhi’s 
movement of civil disobedience from 
1930 to 1934 helped move India much 
closer to realizing this independence.

Britain granted provincial autonomy with the 1935 
Government of India Act. Though the nation remained under 
British control, local, Indian governments were established on 
the basis of direct elections. 

Indian Act of 1935
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Key events
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Zionism and Palestine
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Can you explain this pattern of immigration?

Jewish immigration
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Colonized mainly by the British and the French, once strong 
and independent nations in the Middle East soon found their 
futures determined by Christian rulers. 

Since the 1400s and the Muslim conquests, people of the 
Middle East have been primarily Arabic speaking Muslims.

As the people were dedicated 
first and foremost to their 
religion rather than their 
political leaders or country, 
nationalism did not develop as 
quickly or as strongly as it did 
in other areas of the world.

The Middle East
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Nationalism in the Middle East
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Summary
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Review
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Glossary
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