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What was the legacy of the Reformation?

By the end of this section, you will have learned about 
the spread of Protestantism, and be able to answer the 

following key questions:

What was Calvinism and how did 
it spread?
How did the Anglican Church begin 
in England?

Protestantism spreads

Why did so many different forms of 
Protestantism develop?
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The rise of Calvinism

As Protestantism spread, it took different forms.

Preacher and theologian John Calvin said that all humans 
are sinful and can be saved by God’s will alone. He believed 
in predestination, the idea that God has already decided 
who will be saved. His followers were known as Calvinists.

In 1541, Protestants in Geneva, 
Switzerland asked Calvin to lead 
their city. Calvin outlawed 
gambling, bright clothing, and 
other forms of excess. Heretics 
were burned at the stake.

What are some pros and cons of predestination?
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Calvinism in France

Calvinism spread through Switzerland, Holland, Scotland 
and France. French Calvinists were called Huguenots. 

Tension between Catholics and 
Huguenots led to bloody civil war. 
In 1572, a series of attacks on 
Huguenots erupted into mob violence. 
The St. Bartholomew’s Day massacre
continued for months, resulting in the 
deaths of as many as 12,000 Huguenots. 

After decades of bloody religious wars in France, Henry IV 
issued the Edict of Nantes in 1598, which granted Huguenots 
some religious and political rights.
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Presbyterianism in Scotland

Calvinism found greater success elsewhere.

John Knox was a Scottish preacher who 
brought the ideas of Calvinist Geneva 
back to Scotland. Knox set up community 
churches run by groups of elders, or 
presbyters. Members of these churches 
were known as Presbyterians.

In 1560, Presbyterian nobles overthrew the Catholic 
Mary, Queen of Scots and declared Presbyterianism the 
official religion of Scotland.

Why do you think Calvinism was so popular?
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Anglicanism in England

Why would a monarch want to be a religious leader?
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Anabaptists

Anabaptism developed around the belief that only adults 
should be baptized, as children cannot understand the 
significance of baptism.

Anabaptists were pacifists who believed in communal 
possessions and a division between church and state. 
For these seemingly radical social beliefs, Anabaptists 
were persecuted by Catholics and Protestants alike.

Perhaps because of this persecution, the origins of 
Anabaptism are unclear. However, Anabaptist ideas 
influenced later Protestant sects, including the Amish, 
Quakers and Baptists.
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Legacy of the Reformation

However, many things remained the 
same. Protestant leaders agreed that 

women had no place in religion. It 
would be a long time before certain 

groups gained rights.

During the Reformation, Protestants and Catholics used 
education to spread their message. This led to the creation 
of new schools and universities across Europe. 

Reformers had discovered that the status quo 
could be changed. This realization would lead 
to more changes in the future.

Can you think of any other impacts of the Reformation?
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Key figures
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Protestant religions
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Review
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Glossary
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