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How did Otto von Bismarck unite Germany?

By the end of this section, you will have learned about 
how Europe’s balance of power shifted in the 19th century, 

and be able to answer the following key questions:

How and why did Russia reform in the 1800s?

How did Camillo di Cavour unite Italy?

Breaking the balance

How did nationalism change Europe in the 
19th century?
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Russia reforms
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Cavour begins to unite Italy

By the mid-1800s, Piedmont-Sardinia was Italy’s 
largest and most powerful nation-state. Sardinia’s king, 
Victor Emmanuel II, hoped to expand it.

In 1852, he appointed Camillo di Cavour as Prime Minister. 
Cavour was a new kind of nationalist. He supported the 
monarchy and wanted to unite Italy under Sardinia’s king.

Much of Northern Italy was controlled by the Austrian Empire. 
In 1858, Cavour allied with France to force the Austrians out. 
Soon, Sardinia controlled all of Northern Italy except Venetia. 

Can you think of any problems that might arise 
from this type of unification?
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Italy united

This cartoon shows Garibaldi and Victor Emmanuel. 
What do you think the cartoonist was trying to say?

Garibaldi’s army, known as the Red 
Shirts, conquered the island of Sicily 
in 1860. They then marched north, 
gaining territory as they went. 

Garibaldi eventually united his 
territory with Sardinia, and Victor 
Emmanuel was crowned king of Italy.

Cavour knew he would need to use 
different tactics to unite the southern 
nation-states. He sent secret aid to 
an Italian nationalist army led by 
Giuseppe Garibaldi. 
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Bismarck unites Germany

How do the German and Italian unifications compare?



© Boardworks 20128 of 11

The broken balance
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Pros and cons of nationalism

Can you think of any other positive or negative results?
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Review
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Glossary
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