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America (1890–1930)
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An imperfect peace

What role did President Wilson play?

By the end of this section, you will learn about the 
aftermath of World War I and be able to answer these 

key questions:

What did each of the powers want?

What were the terms of the Treaty 
of Versailles?

What was the League of Nations and 
why did it fail?
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Aftermath of the war
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Treaty of Versailles

After long arguments, the Great Powers finally came to 
an agreement. The Treaty of Versailles forced the following:

Allied 
occupation of 
the Rhineland 
for 15 years

Made Germany 
pay reparations 

to the Allies

Put the sole 
responsibility for 
war on Germany

Created an 
international peace 

organization

Terms of the Treaty 
of Versailles

Limited the 
German military

Took away land from 
the defeated powers

Do you think these terms were fair?
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German territorial changes
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Wilson’s Fourteen Points

Have any of Wilson’s points been adopted today?
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League of Nations

The League of Nations was Wilson’s idea laid out in his 
Fourteen Points delivered to Congress in 1918. He wanted 
nations of the world to have self-determination, to have 
guarantees concerning their territory and to be able to choose 
for themselves the type of government they wanted.

Wilson wanted to ensure 
world peace and prevent 
future conflicts.

He felt this would be best 
achieved via cooperation 
between countries in the 
League of Nations.
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Reactions to Versailles

How do you think Germany reacted to the Treaty?
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Wilson brings the Treaty home

Wilson’s next task was to get Congress to agree to the 
League of Nations, but there was a lot of opposition:

immigrants were angry at how 
their homelands had fared in 
the deal.

the isolationists did not want to be part of European politics

progressives felt Wilson had 
compromised too many ideals 
to get the other powers to join

Wilson fought tirelessly for his vision, but in 1919 he suffered 
a stroke that disabled him for life. The Senate never reached 
the two-thirds vote needed for the U.S. to join the League.

What do you think the cartoon is trying to say?
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The failure of the League

Despite the U.S. deciding not to join, the League of Nations 
was formed. However, it proved to be weak and indecisive.

Which countries capitalized on the weaknesses of 
the League? Was world peace a realistic aim?

Membership of the League 
fluctuated. Germany and 

Russia were initially excluded. 
Britain and France were the 

only constant members.

It also had no armed force and 
was reluctant to intervene. 

Some countries capitalized on 
this indecision.
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Review



© Boardworks 201113 of 13

Glossary
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