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Westward Expansion
Expansion and Reform 

(1801–1861)
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Teacher notes included in the Notes pageFlash activity (these activities are not editable)

For more detailed instructions, see the User Guide
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Indian removal

By the end of this section, you will know about the 
following events in the history of Native American 

displacement in the United States:

Tecumseh’s Confederacy

Indian Removal Act

Trail of Tears

Treaty of Fort Laramie.
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Who owns the land?

As settlers moved westward into new U.S. territories, they 
encountered native peoples already living on the land. 

Most Americans believed 
that these tribes should 
move further west of the 
U.S.’s new borders into 
so-called Indian Territory. 

While some spoke against removing Native Americans from 
their tribal lands, these voices were largely ignored. 
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Reasons for removal

Some people worried that Native Americans would perish 
if they remained in the East due to alcoholism, poverty 
and disease. 

However, racism was a major factor in Native American 
displacement. 

Many believed that native 
peoples were uncivilized 
and dangerous. 
Missionaries hoped to 
travel to Indian Territory to 
convert and educate native 
children and adults. 
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Native American displacement
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The ethics of expansion
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