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The Civil War
Civil War and Reconstruction 

(1850–1877)
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Political and military leadership

Major battles in the Civil War

19th century developments in warfare

By the end of this section, you will know about the 
following aspects of the Civil War :

The Emancipation Proclamation

The end of the Confederacy.

The Civil War
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Do you think the Civil War was inevitable? 
Why or why not?

Could war have been prevented?

Some say that civil war 
was necessary in order 
for the country to move 

ahead socially, politically 
and economically.

Others feel it could have been 
avoided through some form of 

political compromise.  
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Abraham Lincoln
acquired sophisticated 
sense of strategy
skilled at balancing 
personalities
realistic understanding 
of the war.

Jefferson Davis
detail-oriented
unable to develop broad 
war strategy
burdened by ineffective 
central government
impersonal.

Leadership: Lincoln vs. Davis
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War in the mid-19th century

What do you think is needed to fight a war?
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The Northern strategy was to:
blockade Southern ports to prevent export 
of cotton and import of resources
seize control of the Mississippi Valley 
to bisect the Confederacy
defeat Confederate armies in the field.

The most effective Southern strategy would 
have been defensive. However, Southern 
culture precluded such a passive approach. 
The laws of honor dictated that they take 
the war to the North. Consequently, the 
South had no “grand strategy” to speak of.

Battle strategies

Why was control of the Mississippi important?
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Most Confederate soldiers felt they were 
defending states’ rights against 
centralized government.

Yet Union and Confederate soldiers 
alike felt that justice was on their side. 

Most Union soldiers saw themselves as 
fighting to preserve the United States.

Both armies consisted mainly of young men from rural areas. 
Many resented the draft, particularly as the wealthy were able 
to avoid it.

Rich man’s fight; poor man’s war
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Civil War map
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The Battle of Gettysburg
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Military leadership
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The Emancipation Proclamation
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However, by 1865, the Southern 
economy was devastated. 
Many Southern cities, plantations 
and railways had been destroyed. 
Without slaves, the South had 
no hope of rebuilding.

Even after Lee’s surrender at Appomattox, several Southern 
generals wanted to continue fighting a guerrilla war.

Ending the Civil War

Lincoln, Grant and Sherman’s lenience with surrendering 
armies further undermined the Confederacy’s will to continue 
fighting. With the war over, one very difficult issue remained: 
how to rebuild the broken Union.
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Review
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Glossary
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