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The Holocaust board, .

By the end of this section, you will learn about
what the Holocaust was and be able to answer
these key questions:

e Why did the Holocaust happen? How did the
persecution begin?

e \Who were the victims of the Holocaust?

o What was its aftermath? \What impact has it
had on international relations?
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<= What was the Holocaust? board °

The Holocaust is the name given to the genocide, or the
deliberate mass murder, of approximately 11 million people
across Europe by the Nazis during World War Il.

Adolf Hitler believed in an Aryan \
“master race” of blue-eyed,
fair-haired people. Other races
were deemed inferior and tolerating
them was seen as undermining
the Aryan race. Hitler, therefore,
believed that it was necessary to

\ rid Germany of these people. /

What do you know about the Holocaust? @
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9, . . .
‘e Timeline of persecution

As soon as he came to power, Hitler began a
systematic state-led attack on the Jewish race.
At first, persecution was generally non-violent and
mainly targeted Jewish rights and businesses.
However, soon the persecution became violent
and eventually led to mass-murder.

Can you sort these events in the progression of Nazi
persecution of Jewish people into the correct order?

Press start to begin.
| start |

think this persecution was not prevented? @
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s Emigration g2 %_

After Kristallnacht, many Jewish people in Germany tried
to emigrate. However, other countries tended to have strict
Immigration quotas and would not increase these limits.

T e sraTes o avemicA People of “exceptional merit,” such as

e Albert Einstein, had a higher chance of
being accepted as part of the 100,000

refugees allowed entry to the U.S.

In 1939, 740 passengers on the ship St.
Louis were turned away from Miami,

despite having U.S. immigration papers.
Over half of these died in the Holocaust.

&

@ Why did other countries not aid all Jewish refugees?
\& _
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“¢s The move to camps

After the meeting at Wannsee, Nazi officials stepped up their
efforts to exterminate “undesirables”. The Final Solution saw
Jewish people initially driven out of their ghettos and into
existing concentration camps.

Some of these quickly turned from

harsh prisons and labor camps into
straightforward execution sites.

In addition, brand new “Death
Camps” were created.

These were built by the prisoners themselves and were
designed specifically to kill people as quickly as possible.
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f:'; What happened to the inmates?

The first of six "Death Camps" to start operating
in Poland was Chelmo in 1941. The largest of
these was Auschwitz. All of the camps had
large gas chambers designed for the Nazi's Final
Solution — the mass murder of Jewish people.
This activity outlines what happened to the
Jewish people in these camps.

Press start to begin.

| start |
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% Jewishpopulations __@alV, (TN

What do you know about the Jewish
population of different European countries
before the war and the approximate Jewish
death toll during the war? Use this

animation and press on different parts of
the map to find out more.

Press start to begin.

| start |

@ Why was the Jewish death rate higher in some places? @
\& _
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*s Who was persecuted?

As a result of the Holocaust, six million Jewish people were
killed. However, they were not the only group of people that
the Nazis condemned to death.

The Nazis persecuted others that they believed to be a threat
to their “master race.” These included: :

e homosexuals
® gypsies
e Jehovah's Withesses

@ vagrants

o the mentally or physically disabled.

@ Why were these people targeted?
\& _
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‘s Reactions | %_

As Allied troops pushed towards Germany from both sides,
they were horrified to discover the extermination camps.

Inside, the Allies found many near-starved prisoners, mass
graves, large crematoriums and the large piles of personal
belongings, such as clothes and shoes.

In the camps liberated by U.S.
troops, General Eisenhower
made the local populations
come into the camps and view
what had been done.

Who do you think was responsible for the Holocaust?
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“*s The Nuremberg Trials =0 %

Between 1945 and 1946, over 200 Germans and Austrians
were put on trial in the German town of Nuremberg. They were
tried for crimes against humanity and war crimes.

Part of the Nuremberg trials
iInvolved judging 24 Nazi

leaders. In the end, the court
sentenced 12 to death and
many of the others to prison.

In the lesser trials of doctors,
ministers and judges many
were convicted of war crimes.

-4
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*; Legacy of the Holocaust @‘d/m

After World War Il, the international community was horrified
to discover the true scale of what had happened in the
concentration and death camps.

Many wanted to make amends for not
stepping in sooner.

In 1947, the UN, under pressure from
Britain and the U.S., gave the Jewish
people their own homeland in Palestine.

The U.S. also pursued a policy of
strengthening democracy in the world
to try to establish tolerance and peace.

@ How might these decisions lead to further problems? @
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== Review
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Test your knowledge about reactions to
World War |l with this quiz.
Choose the correct answer to each
guestion to see how much you can
remember about reactions to the war.

Press start to begin.

| start |
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= Glossary V() (Board,)

Test your understanding of the reactions to
World War |l by recapping key terms and
Important people using this glossary.
Press on the tabs and then each term to
see a definition.

Press start to begin.

| start |
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