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Coal formation
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Early stages of oil and gas formation

Oil and gas are also biological in origin. Millions of years ago, 
tiny animals lived in the sea. Like today, their ecosystem was 
dependent on heat and light from the Sun and 
photosynthesis by plants. 

When they died, the 
animals fell into mud 
and sand at the 
bottom of the sea, 
but did not rot away.

Over millions of 
years they were 
buried deeper by 
the mud and sand.
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Later stages of oil and gas formation

The temperature and pressure (caused by the weight of the 
sediments and deep burial) changed the mud and sand into 
rock, and the dead animals into crude oil and natural gas.

The oil and gas is 
extracted from the 
seabed or under the 
ground by drilling oil 
wells. 

Oil wells drilled at 
sea are supported 
by oil platforms.
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Fossil fuels summary
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