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Language in Literature
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Information

College and Career Readiness Standards for Reading:

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including determining technical, connotative, and figurative
meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape 
meaning or tone.
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The importance of word choice
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Mood and tone

Imagery refers to any literary technique that an author uses 
to create an image for the reader. These images usually 
serve to produce a certain mood or tone.

Mood and tone are different, but equally 
important, elements of literature.

Mood describes the emotions that 
an author creates in the reader.

Tone is the author’s attitude 
toward his or her subject.

An author’s word choice has enormous 
impact on both mood and tone.
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The God of Small Things
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Dracula
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Rhetorical devices
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“Anthem for Doomed Youth”
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Romeo and Juliet
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Writing about language
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Rhetorical devices review
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