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Using Dictionaries and
Spellcheckers




What should you use a dictionary for? % @

We use dictionaries to:
e check how to spell words

o |look up the meanings of
words we don’t know.

Using a dictionary can help you to widen your vocabulary,
l.e. learn more words!

Why might it be useful to have a wide vocabulary?

o Your written and spoken English will improve because you
will have more ways of saying what you want to say!

o Using a wide variety of words will make your writing more

@ interesting to other readers. 6
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Putting words into alphabetical order @@

The entries in a dictionary are organized
into alphabetical order.
Try these activities to see how quickly you
can sort words into alphabetical order.

&
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Using a dictionary: guide words

works

Dictionaries usually have guide words at the top of each
page, indicating the first and last words on the page.

Why do you think guide words are helpful?

gig te
o, gl di [T
clent i
%I;atfgh esp. %, M ';::J;Funews of, ’E'fegﬁfaﬁﬂfzdfg‘g %“‘"ﬂ.-ﬂ:?@*- n'ﬁ?ﬁ
LRty 'Eﬂ‘g!igb t or Iu;'. ity g - T Emﬂleghj-mrﬁmﬂskeﬂd!ur by
DDly, i o 5 2 su _,ﬁ*?ber 'W&ugh imﬂﬂ.’f T Wi "ﬂttu‘ . I,m: qr
h n. Pﬂreq 1A te D;'Dr‘]?%’}" .gu‘rﬂg}'g’ ! saF 28 ope ; avtfu;;”bﬁ::'jintﬁéﬁgﬁteﬁl r
Of worq [lemeny 0. 3 Eeng,; lte ey a) on

% efc pxnﬂ'ef_;(’lﬂl E‘f?l‘d mr.:f# (siig), ?:iﬂfrme_f “:_ (Juq_ﬁtf'bﬁkﬁlr
e L, e claimyoman’s"ing, pol O ey fo
, Fegnf e, af R LA 1 [0 Pt 4 Y ing:
Emﬂt.e{f jm“ﬂn; E':"bﬂ-'{e_ b !‘Jut,ema}’fﬂ;r}E r""'J'!i‘ﬂ;.. hrr_j.l.:ﬁ b Bag ",
a g, d 5 ."ﬂi'ﬁ{}n “ause tgy Cogt i Eidrme Ardg fn&n-"’ nfL“L.I’fL‘!{‘n
n bj‘p’ln--;.. fijhnn ' %, J Tivs 'HJ' uﬂf} ‘_'.'.Jtﬂ; | 5 T n:'}ru_ ﬁ‘“:jl n& ]

4 of 14

E‘EE&E&&R?!‘!&&E‘E;‘.. L TR

&

© Boardworks Ltd 2010




Guide words activity

works

Can you drag each word onto the right page of the dictionary?

sport spring smack smoke
spout
shed

soak soft sm art shave shield
Soccer

?

Q. &
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What will a dictionary tell you? @

As well as telling you the spelling of word and its meaning

or meanings, a dictionary can tell you many other things
about a word!

It can tell you:

o what type of word it is (i.e. a
noun, verb, adjective etc.)

o the origin of the word
o how the word is pronounced

o how to pronounce the word.

Q. &
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What will a dictionary tell you? @

Look at how the information is set out in this definition
of the word ‘celebrity’ from a dictionary.

The spelling of How the word is

the word pronounced

Main Entry: ce-leb-ri-ty The type of

Pronunciation: \sa-'le-bra-té\ word, in this
Function: noun « case a ‘noun’.
Inflected Form(s): plural ce-leb-ri-ties

Date: 14th century < The origin of
1 : the state of being celebrated : fame the word

2 : a taxqous or celebrated person

Another definition.

@ By permission. From Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate® Dictionary, 11th Edition©2010 by Merriam-Webster, @
\ Incorporated (www.Merriam-Webster.com).

Main definition.
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Dictionary practice @ @

Use a dictionary to see how much you can find out about
the following words, then report back to the class.

buccaneer

s, T el
S

gargoyle

POPPY
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@ &y

From a dictionary you will find out that sometimes words
perform more than one function.

Dictionary practice

For example, the word ‘paint’ can be
a noun and it can also be a verb.

We will use this can of
pai?t to paint the house.

T

noun verb

Use your dictionary to find out the
different functions of these words:

@m L O3 B g
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Dictionary practice @ @

A dictionary can tell you the origin of a word, i.e. where it
comes from.

Using a dictionary, find out which languages these words
come from.

1. bungalow

2. potato

3. carousel

4. volcano

5. chocolate

Q.
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Dictionary entry or not? @ @ @

The English language is constantly evolving.
Every year, as new words and phrases
enter our vocabulary, dictionary writers
have to decide exactly what to include.

See if you can identify which of these

words have been added to the online Oxford
English Dictionary and which have not.
Drag each word to the column of your choice.
Press start to begin.
| start |

<ED Which new words would you add to the dictionary? @g>
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Vocabulary game

Now it’s time to have some fun with language.
We’re going to play a vocabulary game!

Press instructions to learn what to do.

’

| instructions

example

extension task

Q.
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Using spellcheckers @

When you are doing work on the computer, you will probably

use the spellchecker tool in your word processing program
to check the correct spellings of words.

Spelling g|
S pe I I ChECke rs us u al Iy Mok in Dictionary; | speling
g ive va ri ous hange to: [ Ignare l [ Igniore Al ]
- uggestians:
alternatives and you e EE!Es [ crange | [ changedl |
can choose the correct spillng [ add | [ sugsest |
WOI'd. Add words bo: CUSTOM.DIC [ AuboCorrect l [ Close ]

However, it is important to be careful when using a computer
spellchecker. It may miss some of your errors — particularly
homophones and incorrect use of apostrophes.

e &
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Spot the errors! @ @

Q.
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