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Using Dictionaries and 
Spellcheckers
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What should you use a dictionary for?

Using a dictionary can help you to widen your vocabulary, 
i.e. learn more words! 
Why might it be useful to have a wide vocabulary?

look up the meanings of 
words we don’t know.

check how to spell words

We use dictionaries to:

Using a wide variety of words will make your writing more 
interesting to other readers.

Your written and spoken English will improve because you 
will have more ways of saying what you want to say!
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Putting words into alphabetical order
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Dictionaries usually have guide words at the top of each 
page, indicating the first and last words on the page. 

Using a dictionary: guide words

Why do you think guide words are helpful?



© Boardworks Ltd 20105 of 14

Guide words activity
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As well as telling you the spelling of word and its meaning 
or meanings, a dictionary can tell you many other things 
about a word! 

What will a dictionary tell you?

how to pronounce the word.

how the word is pronounced

the origin of the word

what type of word it is (i.e. a 
noun, verb, adjective etc.)

It can tell you:
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Look at how the information is set out in this definition 
of the word ‘celebrity’ from a dictionary.

What will a dictionary tell you?

The type of 
word, in this 

case a ‘noun’.

Main definition. Another definition.

How the word is 
pronounced

The spelling of 
the word

The origin of 
the word

By permission. From Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate® Dictionary, 11th Edition©2010 by Merriam-Webster, 
Incorporated (www.Merriam-Webster.com).
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Use a dictionary to see how much you can find out about 
the following words, then report back to the class.

Dictionary practice

gargoyle

sinister

poppy

asteroid

buccaneer



© Boardworks Ltd 20109 of 14

From a dictionary you will find out that sometimes words 
perform more than one function. 

For example, the word ‘paint’ can be 
a noun and it can also be a verb.

Use your dictionary to find out the 
different functions of these words:

Dictionary practice

We will use this can of 
paint to paint the house.

hammer mirror line play

noun verb
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A dictionary can tell you the origin of a word, i.e. where it 
comes from. 

Dictionary practice

Using a dictionary, find out which languages these words 
come from.

5. chocolate ________________

4. volcano  ________________

3. carousel ________________

2. potato ________________

1. bungalow ________________



© Boardworks Ltd 201011 of 14

Dictionary entry or not?

Which new words would you add to the dictionary?
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Vocabulary game
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When you are doing work on the computer, you will probably 
use the spellchecker tool in your word processing program  
to check the correct spellings of words.

Using spellcheckers

However, it is important to be careful when using a computer 
spellchecker. It may miss some of your errors – particularly 
homophones and incorrect use of apostrophes.

Spellcheckers usually 
give various 

alternatives and you 
can choose the correct 

word.
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Spot the errors!
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