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Adjectives
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What are adjectives?

How many other adjectives can you think of?
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What are adjectives?

Adjectives usually come before the noun they describe. 

Can you think of any other adjectives to    
describe each noun on the slide? 

the juicy burger

the cold drink

the green apple the smelly socks

the yellow banana
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An adjective can also be placed after the noun it describes, 
using a verb in the middle.

Placing adjectives in sentences

For example: 

Think of some adjectives to complete these sentences:

The coffee could be hot.

noun verbs adjective

The paint is messy.

noun verb adjective

1.  That dog looks…….         
2.  My friend seems…….

3.  Vacations are…….          
4.  I feel…….
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Identifying adjectives
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A sentence can have a potentially infinite number 
of adjectives.

Adding adjectives

Which adjectives could 
you use to describe this 
doughnut?

Describe something (or someone!) in the class            
using as many adjectives as possible.

The enormous, sweet, 
freshly baked, amazing-
smelling, chocolate-frosted, 
delicious, fattening, 
delectable doughnut…
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Using adjectives effectively

The more precise your adjectives are, the more easily 
your reader can visualize what you are describing!

Why do you think this is important?

For example, you could say that someone 
is ‘nice’, but what does that actually mean? 
Is the person:

kind?caring?

gentle?

generous?

friendly? helpful?

In writing, it is important to choose the best adjectives 
possible to describe your nouns.
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Using adjectives
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We can compare things using adjectives. All adjectives have 
a base form, a comparative form and a superlative form. 

What are the comparative and 
superlative forms of ‘hot’, ‘cold’, 
‘fast’, ‘slow’, ‘happy’ and ‘friendly’?

Comparative adjectives

The cola is cooler.

The juice is coolest.

base

comparative

superlative

For most adjectives, ‘er’ is added to create the comparative 
form and ‘est’ is added to create the superlative form.

The water is cool.
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Irregular comparative forms

The water is good.
The cola is better.
The juice is best.

the base form
the comparative form
the superlative form

far

bad

farther farthest

worse worst

Some adjectives follow an irregular pattern when we 
make them comparative.  

What are the comparative and superlative forms of the 
following adjectives?
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For adjectives of more than two syllables, and adjectives 
ending in ‘ing’ and ‘ful’, we use more and most to make 
the comparative and superlative forms.

Comparative adjectives

more important
most important

the comparative form
the superlative form

colorful entertaining exciting

What are the comparative and superlative forms of these 
adjectives?
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But what if you want to say that 
something is not as cool, friendly 
or good as something else? 

Making negative comparisons

In these cases, every adjective, no 
matter how many syllables, takes the 
words less and least.

happy
bright
dangerous

less happy
less bright
less dangerous

least happy
least bright
least dangerous

BASE COMPARATIVE SUPERLATIVE



© Boardworks Ltd 201013 of 13

Adjectives fruit machine
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