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Rounding and Estimating
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Information
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David’s cars

How many toy cars does David have?

I have almost 
ten cars.

Do you agree with David?
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Introducing rounding

David can say that he has almost ten cars because 
8 is close to 10. 

This is called rounding.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Rounding helps us to count easily in tens and hundreds.
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How many monkeys?
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Round up or round down?
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What are the smallest and largest numbers that you could 
round to 40?

33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46

smallest number rounded number largest number
80
50
20

There is always a difference of 9 between the smallest 
and largest number. 

Can you complete this table?

Smallest and largest
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Rounding hundreds
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Round up or round down?
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Rounding number line



© Boardworks 201311 of 16

Using rounding to calculate

As part of his homework, Alex answered the following 
question. Do you agree with Alex’s answer?

748 – 153 = 428

This is a difficult problem! However, we can 
find an approximate answer by rounding.

750 – 150 = ?

748 rounds to 750 and 153 rounds to 150.

750 – 150 = 600
So the exact answer to Alex’s problem should 
be around 600!
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Can you find approximate answers to these problems?

Practice calculations

105 – 913. 148 + 1314.

582 – 5195.

82 – 512.

1,390 – 9856.

1,482 + 1,9517. 4,988 – 2,1848.

48 + 731.
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420

Who is more accurate?

To check a calculation, Nicole likes to round to the nearest 10, 
and Olivia likes to round to the nearest 100.

Who is more accurate?

125 + 292 = ?

Nicole’s calculation: 130 + 290 =

Olivia’s calculation: 100 + 300 = 400

357 – 132 = ?

Nicole’s calculation: 360 – 130 = 

Olivia’s calculation: 400 – 100 = 

230

300

125 + 292 = 417

357 – 132 = 225
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When we don’t need an exact answer, we can estimate to the 
nearest round number.

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Introducing estimating

Can you estimate the number of sheep in this field?
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Estimating practice
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At the grocery store
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