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Multiplying unit fractions
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Whole numbers × fractions

When we multiply a whole number by a fraction, we are 
actually multiplying the whole number by the numerator 
of the fraction.

Remember that a whole number 
can be written as a fraction by 
placing the number over 1.

If you think of a whole number as 
a fraction, you can simply 
multiply the numerator by the 
numerator and the denominator 
by the denominator.

4 × 1
5

= 4
1

×

=
4
5

1
5
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Number sense: proper fractions

5 × 1
3

We know that 5 × 1 = 5. 

Five times a number less than one 
gives us an answer less than five.

Will the answer to this problem be 
greater than, less than or equal to 

five?
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Number sense: improper fractions

3 × 4
3

We know that 3 × 1 = 3. 

Three times a number greater than one 
gives us an answer greater than three.

Will the answer to this problem be 
greater than, less than or equal to 

three?
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Matching fractions
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Multiplying fractions
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Real-life fractions
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Fractions of amounts

Liz’s grandma grows oranges in Florida. She has 35 
oranges, and wants to bring 3/5 of them when she visits 
Liz’s family. How many oranges will she bring?

Divide the oranges into 5 columns.

There are 7 oranges in 
each column.

Count the number of oranges in 
3 columns.

There are 21 oranges in 3 columns.

Liz’s grandma will bring 21 oranges.
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To find a fraction of an amount, we can divide the amount 
by the denominator and multiply by the numerator.

Fractions of amounts

5
3

35 ÷ 5 = 7
7 × 3 = 21

So the answer is 21 oranges.of 35 oranges…
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Nadia has a packet of 30 pencils but two fifths of them 
are blunt. How many does she need to sharpen?

Fractions of amounts

She needs to sharpen 12 blunt pencils.

5
230 ×

30 ÷ 5 = 6

6 × 2 = 12
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Which calculation?
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