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Introducing
Multiplication 
and Division
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Information
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Repeated addition

3 60 9 12

+3 +3 +3 +3

We can think of multiplication as repeated addition!

3 + 3 + 3 + 3 = 12 

So 4 groups of 3 make 12. We can write this in 
two different ways:

3 × 4 = 12 
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The multiplication symbol

3 × 4

The multiplication symbol 
means “groups of.” 

When we write 3 × 4, we 
mean “4 groups of 3.” 

When we write a multiplication problem, 
we use a multiplication symbol.
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Repeated addition activity
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How many marbles?
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Introducing division

There are 12 children in Alex’s class. If the class needs 
to work in teams of 4, how many teams will there be?

321
We can make 3 groups of 4.

12 ÷ 4 = 3
We can write this as a number sentence:
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The division symbol

When we write 12 ÷ 4 , we mean 
“breaking 12 into groups of 4.” 

This symbol is called a 
division symbol. We use it when 

we want to show division.

12 ÷ 4 = 3

Division means breaking numbers 
into groups of equal sizes.
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Modeling division
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How many bees?
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Multiplication and division strategies
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Exploring strategies
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Fact families
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