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Introducing 
Expressions



© Boardworks 20132 of 12

Information
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What is an expression?

An expression is a collection of numbers and symbols. 
For example: 

If we were to find an answer to this expression, 
we might write this:

40 – (5 × 6) = 10

This is called evaluating an expression. 

40 – (5 × 6)

When we add an equals sign, we have made 
an equation.



© Boardworks 20134 of 12

Number sentences come with a set of rules, just like written 
words and sentences!

Order of operations

We usually read a number 
sentence from left to right, 
but there are certain parts 
that have priority. We pay 
attention to these parts first.

To tell us which parts have 
priority, we follow a set of 
rules called the 
order of operations.
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PEMDAS



© Boardworks 20136 of 12

What’s the answer?

Alex and Nicole are both asked to calculate 30 – 18 ÷ 6.

Who is correct? 

Nicole is correct:
18 ÷ 6 = 3

30 – 3 = 27

What did Alex do wrong?

I think the answer is 2.

I think the answer is 27.
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Expressions basketball
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Working with parentheses



© Boardworks 20139 of 12

Written expressions

We can make expressions from words. Let’s try it out!

Six is added to four and then the 
quantity is doubled.

“Six is added to four…”

6 + 4
“… and then the quantity is doubled.”

2(6 + 4)
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Practicing writing expressions

Can you make expressions from these?

● Five is multiplied by four and added 
to the product of six and three.

● Six is subtracted from triple the sum 
of two and eight.

● Add 8 and 7, then multiply by 2.

(5 × 4) + (6 × 3)

3(2 + 8) – 6

2(8 + 7)



© Boardworks 201311 of 12

Written expressions activity
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Expressions in real life
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