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Introducing Algebra
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Information
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What is algebra?

Write a number sentence using the information in the question.

Alex has 5 red pens and 7 blue pens. He gave 2 pens 
to Charlie. How many pens does Alex have now?

5 + 7 – 2 = ?

When you use a symbol (such as a 
question mark) to represent 

an unknown number, this is known 
as algebra. 
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Introducing letters

In math, we usually use letters to stand for unknown numbers.

I’m trying to save $20! Last week I saved 
$8, and this week I saved $5. How much 

more do I need to save?

We can use a letter to write a number 
sentence to describe Nicole’s question:

8 + 5 + d = 20

Here, we have used ‘d’ for dollars, but we 
could have used any letter!



© Boardworks 20135 of 8

Using letters
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Grocery shopping
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Piano practice



© Boardworks 20138 of 8

Alex at the candy store
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