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Finding equivalent fractions
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Using equivalent fractions

Mischa has 5 dimes and 4 pennies in her piggybank. 
How can we use fractions to find out how much 
money she has in total?

One dollar is made up of ten dimes, or 
one hundred pennies. We can represent 
Mischa’s money in fraction form like this:

5
10

4
100

+
5 dimes

4 pennies

We cannot add fractions with different denominators. How can 
we use equivalent fractions to add these fractions?
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Using equivalent fractions

Mischa has 5 dimes and 4 pennies in her piggybank. 
How can we use fractions to find out how much 
money she has in total?

5
10

4
100

+
10 ×
10 ×

Multiply numerator and 
denominator by 10.

50
100

4
100

+=

=
54

100
Check the question to make 
sure you are answering it.

Mischa’s total is equivalent to 54 pennies, or 54¢.
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More than a half?
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Comparing fractions
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Fractions in real life
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