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Adding and Subtracting
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Information
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Bumblebee match
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Thinking about numbers

5 + 3 = 8 

Mr. Bumblebee’s first problem was 5 + 3 = 8. How many 
number sentences can you can make using 5, 3 and 8?  

3 + 5 = 8 
8 – 5 = 3 
8 – 3 = 5 

So every time you learn one number 
sentence, you are really learning four.

By rearranging the numbers in one sentence, 
you can make four different sentences.
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Fact families
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18 + ? = 20 18 + 2 = 20 

Subtract by adding!

Sometimes, we can make a subtraction problem 
easier by thinking about addition.

20 – 18 = ?

We can turn this into an addition problem:

Now we can solve the problem by finding the 
number that makes 20 when added to 18.

Try it yourself! How could you 
solve this problem: 17 – 14 = ?
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Numbers can be broken up in different ways.

Decomposing numbers

Can you think of any other ways of making 20?

10 + 10

20
15 + 5

20
19 + 1

20
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5 + 5 + 1 = ?5 + 5 + 1 = 11

Calculating with decomposition 

We can break numbers up to help us with addition 
and subtraction problems.

5 + 6 = ?

We can break this problem apart like this:

Now it’s easier to solve!

Try it yourself! How could you 
make this problem easier: 8 + 4 = ?
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Making ten
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Making ten activity
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The equal sign

What does the equal sign (=) mean?

I think the equal sign means that numbers 
on opposite sides have the same value.

Do you agree with Nicole?

Let’s test out Nicole’s idea!

3 + 2 = 5 

+ =
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True or false?
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Alex’s questions

Alex has written some questions for his friends to solve. 
Can you find the answer to Alex’s questions?

8 + 6 = ?

13 – 4 = ?

6 + 7 + 2 = ?

13 – 6 – 4 = ?

5 – 3 = ?

9 + 7 = ?
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Word problems


	Adding and Subtracting
	Information
	Bumblebee match
	Thinking about numbers
	Fact families
	Subtract by adding!
	Decomposing numbers
	Calculating with decomposition 
	Making ten
	Making ten activity
	The equal sign
	True or false?
	Alex’s questions
	Word problems

